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Bay of Bengal. * . 
HE grave of thouſands © 
| Doubtleſs, my good girl, in 
the ſucceſſive years of European 
viſitation, the eaſtern world 7s, as 
you pronounce it, the grave of 
thouſands ; but is it not alſo a mine 
of exhauſtleſs wealth! the centre 
of unimaginable magnificence! an 
ever blooming, an ever brilliant 
ſcene? And moreover, I have 
to inform you, that all the preju- 

N Il. BB dices, 
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dices you have ſo long cheriſhed | 


againſt it muſt be done away; and 


for this plain reaſon, that they are 
totally groundleſs. Yes, Arabella, 


the mother I have loſt, and your ſo 


much lamented. friend, fell not, as 
we have conceived, a victim to this 


ardent climate; her pulſe was not 


ſuſpended by exotic diſeaſe; the 
arrow of death was lodged in her 
gentle boſom before ſhe left her na- 
tive country, and ſhe alone de- 
barked, to expire on- this coaſt.— 
But take the melancholy fact, as 
my fathel iwas drawn « out to relate 
ty e our e yen 


That the marriage of thoſe to 


whom I am indebted for my exiſt- 


ence was a marriage of affection, 
ſanctified nevertheleſs by the ap- 
. Proving voice ＋ their parental re- 


Ny: > & latives, 
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. 
latives, is a circumſtance you are 
well acquainted with; but, perhaps, 
it may be as new intelligence to 
you as it was to me, that, from the 
render diſtreſs mutually experi- 
enced on their firſt ſeparation, in 
conſequence of my father's profeſ- 
ſton, they reſolyed, on their re- 
1 never to wha more, 


Ny birth gave them, * 
ever, a different turn of ſenti- 
ment, though it in no degree leſ- 
ſened their conjugal attachment; 
my infant period being an inſur- 
mountable impediment to my mo- 
ther's making an Eaſt India voy- 
age, and my education à claim 
upon their feelings not to be dif- 
penſed with, until their confidence 
in the good underſtanding and ex- 
cellent principles of your aunt at 
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length perſuaded them their per- 
ſonal ſuperintendance might, for a 
time at leaſt, be ſafely intermit- 
ted; then the firmneſs with which 


my mother bad me adieu, aſto- 
n all who knew her. 


The india fleet was detained in 
the channel by adverſe winds; and, 
in an excurſion to Portſmouth, my 
mother caught a cold, which ter- 
minated in a cough.— Yet did the 
extreme delicacy of her complex- 
ion, and uncomplaining turn of 
temper, prevent the diſcovery of a 
conſumptive tendency, until it was 
too late to try the efficacy of ſofter 
elimates than are to be met with in 
an Eaſt India voyage. She la- 
boured, ſuffering angel as ſne was, 
to give her hufband hope, even 
when ſhe herſelf deſpaired; talked, 


in 
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in the moſt touching terms, of the 
treaſure they had left in England; 
and when the pious fraud could no 
longer be kept up, died, conjuring 
him to live for my ſake, —But I 
will not dwell upon. ſo heart- 
wounding a ſubject; I indeed can- 
not, Arabella, for it has unhinged 
me, and I muſt quit mg mo” wh a 
ex moments. 


If the packet I ſent you from 
St. Helena (which was the firſt 
opportunity that offered) was put 
ſafely into yout hands, or rather, 
if I could be aſſured that Was 
the caſe, I might ſpare myſelf the 
trouble of accounting to you for 
5 * nen wonderful depar- 
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ture from my native country; an 
epithet that ſurpriſes me not, when 
Irecollect the incoherence and agi- 
tation with which I told the ſtory 


of my approaching embarkation; 


but as I muſt remain for months 


uncertain whether it reached you 


or not, I will, on this occaſion, give 


you the particulars of my motives 
and conſequential conduct; for I 


love you too well to ſuffer you to 


ſuppoſe caprice, or the wild curi- 
oſity of ſeeing foreign ſights had 
any ſhare in my inſtantaneous re- 
ſolution to viſit the eaſtern conti- 

_::; -- N 


Having attended my father, as 


you well know, to Deal, in order 


that we might enjoy each other's 
company to the laſt poſſible mo- 
ment, I found, Arabella, on every 


. 3 renewed 
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renewed good-night we exchanged; 


pres. ans ws efeaped him. ws 
The wind . to waver, | ant 
was expected to come round to the 
favourable point before the next. 
morning's dawn.— I was retiring, 
and the final farewell 'appeared to 
tremble on my father Slips; again 
I approached, an "again, to em 
brace him. My manner unſpeak- 
ably affected him,—Ir was nature's 
work ; and you's aid nature ever 
work. i in vain N 2% ESL 468. 
He held me thy a 8 . . 
with ſilent anguiſh, in his arms, and 
J could alone articulate;'** My fa- 
ther my deareſt father! Alas! 
Sophia,” ſaid he at length, e are 


my feelings prophetic; ſhall; E ne- 
ver more behold thee?“ * Oh, Sir!“ 
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ctied I, © revoke, I conjure you, 
your own decree ; nor be ſo cruel 
to yourſelf, when it is my anxious 
wiſh to accompany you, as to leave 
me behind.“ 


| He lifted up his eyes and hands; 
but made no reply. 


I dropped inſtinctively on one 
knee before him. My deareſt fir,” 
reſumed I, if you perſiſt in refuſ- 
ing-my requeſt, and I live not to 
welcome your return to. England, 
can you charge the calamity on 
aught but your own fiat; for it is 
you, not Heaven, that forbids my 
ſharing your deſtiny; or, ſhould I 
ſurvive you, do not Hatter yourſelf 
the tidings of your diſſolution could 
be ſupported by me ; for who could 
conviaoe me ay preſence might not 
have 


(9) 
have been ſoothing, or enable me to 
believe that ſomempat of my ſug- 
geſting might not have Been ſalus = 


Den 


tary, and prolonged your moſt va 
lued life? — Your heart -relents 
(perceiving I had ſubdued his re- 
ſolves); I read it in your counte- 
[ nance ; and I take. upon. me, ſhort 
cſeoever as the time may prove, to 
be prepared to go with you.“ He 
laid his pocket- book open on the 
table, bad me uſe the contents 
k without geſerve, and, to hide his 
emotion, *haſtily retired. _.. 


With what alacrity and expedi- 
tion I provided the neceſſaries for 
my voyage I need not mention; 
for who has not heard of the all- 
creative power of gold, and the ra- 
pid movement of the * of in- 
clination ? rl 
| We 
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We embarked together, and 
have without one alarming (that 
is unuſual) incident, made the bay 
of Bengal.—This letter ſhall there- 
fore be conſtituted the repoſitory 
of a private vow I have entered 
into with myſelf, never to marry 
in Indoſtan, leſt it ſhould become 
difficult, at ſome future period, 
to aſcertain, my genuine impulſe 
for quitting the country of my 
birth; à vow, take notice, Ara- 
bella, I will not'violate to be a na- 
bobeſs. 5 Bn | 


And thus concludes my laſt epiſ- 
tle, unanimated by oriental ſuns; 
and unperfumed by oriental breezes. 
An indeſcribable degree of vivacity 
already diffuſes itſelf through my 
heart, inſomuch that I haſten to 
tell you, in the cold language of 
44 European 


( #1 ) 
European friendſhip (before ] bluſh 


to have known its frigid influence) 
that I am your's affectionately, 


SopRTA GOLDBORNE. 


(un 


Hartly Houſe, Calcutta, 


HE ſplendor of this houſe, 

as it 1s modeſtly ſtyled, is of 
itſelf, my Arabella, ſufficient to 
turn the ſoundeſt European head ; 
but I am well aware, was I to 
plunge at once into a deſcription 
of it, I ſhould have my veracity, 
if not my intelle&s, impeached : 
lowering myſelf, therefore, to your 
narrow conceptions, I will begin 
with the circumſtances of my firſt 
arrival, and ſo contrive to temper, 
though I cannot, like Mr. Apollo, 
lay aſide my rays, that your optics 
ſhalt be enabled to contemplate, 
however brilliant, the dazzling ob- 
. 9205 153" eels 
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jets I gradually open on your. 
view. | 


The iſland of Sawger, at the. 
mouth of the Ganges, 1s the firſt 


land you encounter; but as it is 


alone inhabited by tygers, alliga- 
gators, &c. &c. you vill believe 
me when I tell you I had not the 


ſmalleſt penchant for viſiting it. 


Pilots, however, come down to 
this diſtance (ſome hundred miles) 
from Calcutta, for the ſafe convoy 
of ſhips; the tide. of this eaſtern 
river being ſubject to no leſs ſud- 
den than impetuous changes, in- 


ſomuch that the ableſt ſeamen are = 


often drifted by it. 


We proceeded on our voyage up | 


the river to one of the ſtations for 


Indiamen, called Culpee, 150 miles: 


from 


. 
— 
: 
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from Calcutta, where my father re- 
ceived the moſt affectionate greet- 
ings from his old acquaintance; 
and we were told, that three Bu- 
gero were on their way to welcome 
and accommodate us. 


This ſound having no ſemblance 
whatever of the eaſtern dignity, I 
begged my father to inform me 
what a zugero was :—He ſmiled, 

and bid me wait their arrival, nor 
ſeek to anticipate my own diſcove- 
ries in a ſingle inſtance, 


We next paſſed the ſecond ſta- 
tion, called Cudgeree; when lo, the 
bugeros appeared in view; and: 
judge, if you can, of the pleaſure it 
gave me, after having been ſo long 
confined to one ſet of company, to 
perceive I was on the point of taſt- 

ing 


Cs) 
ing the boundleſs. joys of a 
ee, TEE” 


You have ſeen, as. you ſuppoſe, 
ſome very handſome: barges on the 
river Thames ; but how. poor a 
figure the handſomeſt would make, 
in compariſon with the bygeros,: er 
barges of Calcutta, I will endea- 

vour to convince ou. ; 

As they approached, my ears 
drank in the moſtdelightful{qunds; 
a band of muſic, as-is the,cuſtomy 
occupied each of them, playing 
the ſofteſt airs; and from the tour 
enſemble, brought Dryden' s Cyd- 

nus and Cleopatra to my wecceg 
tion. 36 99 tre 
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The company in the. firſt chat | 
came along- ſide of us were ſeated | 
| _ 
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upon deck, with kitteſan boys, in 
the act of ſuſpending their kitte- 
ſans “, which were finely ornament- 
ed, over their heads; which boys 
were dreſſed in white muſlin jack- 
ets, tied round the waiſt with green 
ſaſhes, and gartered at the knees in 
like manner with the puckered 
ſleeves.in England, with white tur- 
bans bound by the ſame coloured 
nbband; the rowers, reſting on their 
_ oars in a fimilar uniform, made 
a moſt pictureſque Nn 


My fooliſh heart was in 0 
bugero, before my father, at the 
earneſt ſolicitations of his friends, 
and a look of deſire from me, aſ- 
ſiſted me to deſcend from the ſlip; 
but, when deſcended, my aſtoniſn- 

ment and delight ſo abundantly . 


mbrellas. | 5 
| 7 : increaſed | 
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increaſed at each advanced ſtep, that 
che European world faded bfeore 
my eyes, and I became orientaliſed 
at all points. 


. | Eight * three of whom 
were my father's particular friends, 
and four ladies, were the party; 
and it appears to me, Arabella, 
that I ſhall find every poetical de- 
ſcription realiſed in this enchanting 
quarter of the globe; for be it 
known to you, in the language of 
Southern's Oroonoko, that when 
preſented to the gentlemen as my 
father's daughter, ] bowed, and 
Bluſbed; and, if I have any ſkill in 
phyſiognomy, they wondered and 
adored; and ſuch, I already under- 
ſand, is the court paid to ladies at 
Calcutta, that it would be well 
worth any vain woman's while, who 
Vor. I. C has 
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has a tolerable perſon, to make the 


voyage I have done, in order. to 
enjoy unbounded homage, 
7. 

The chief article of e 
ment was claret, which was drank 
with great freedom, under the 
name of Loll Shrub. Coffee, tea, 
ſweetmeats, &c. &c. were offered, 


but in general refuſed, except by 
my father, who is fond of coffee to 


à degree that I think will not ac- 
cord with his health n ae 
; climate. Nen 


A kitteſan boy inſtantly "ax his 
ſtand behind my chair, and an at- 
tendant, called a Bearer, few back- 


wards and forwards in my ſervice; 


and in this ſtate we reached Dia- 
mond Point, a place of debark- 
ation, where we found a ſuitable 
20 number 


: 
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number of Palanquins in ning 


£0 eee us all. 


I Was ſtartled, Arabella, how- 
ever prepared, on finding myſelf 
hoiſted on the men's ſhoulders ; 


for I need not obſerve to you, the 


only difference between a palan- 
quin and a London ſedan- chair, 
(except the travelling ones) is their 
having ſhort poles faſtened to the 
central part of the ſides, the front 
Pair of which have a curve for the 
bearers better hold Venetian 
blinds inſtead of glaſs windows 
eng in the mode of carrying. 


It was eveningss 1 therefore; as 


well as my father, and the reſt of the 
company, had two har-carriers, or 


flambeaux-bearers, running before 


me; and I felt all the dignity of 
Wy | C 2 my 
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FA y.4ranſition;. though, J will con- 
s co you, the Tot, Tot, their al- 
— 1 perpetual ry, to. clear the 
way, did not fall ſo agreeable on 
my ear as 1 could have wiſhed ; 
nor was ] able to ſuppreſs the i invo- 
cation . aura veni at every foot- 
"ls, e ; 


F rom the ogine x bog landed, 
to the Eſplanade, (a place I ſhall 
deſcribe: to you on my own ac» 
quaintance with it) is almoſt four 
miles; and ſwiftly did we paſs 
along; for it ſeems theſe palan- 
quin-bearers (with proper relays, 
as is the caſe with thoſe that per- 
form journies) are ſo expert, that 
in defiance of the heat, &c. &c. 
they go at the rate of from nine to 
tyelye miles hour, oy 50. 
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Tcbold only &bferve by the light 
of theflambeanx (though a hoff of 
ſervanrspovted forth'to receive us) 
that the entrance to Hartly Houſe 
was by means of a double flight 
of ſtone ſteps, at the top of which 
we found a ſpacibus balcony, called 
a veranda, covered in by Venetian 
blinds, and lighted up with wax 
candles, placed under glaſs ſhades, 
to prevent their Een ee from 
the free admiſſion of the evening 
breeze; together with a couple of 
card- tables, furniſhed at all points, 
for choſe diſpoſed to occupy them, 
with very many other polite & 4. 
terd's. | 

Here I met Ah new homa; "Y 
in the form of congratularions on 
my ſafe arrival; but recollecking, 
N it would not be to forfeit it in fu- 
ture, if 1 declined it at the ten 

C. 3 moment, 
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mgment; I complained of fatigue, 
and was conducted to an apartment 
that would have ſatisfied a prin- 
ceſs, though neither more nor leſs 
than a common genteel ſleeping- 
room. | 


The furniture was all Chineſe, 
of the elegant materials and manu- 
facture of which, even you people 
in England have a very tolerable- 
idea; but the vaſes and the per- 
fumes were ſuperior to every thing 
of the kind within my knowledge, 
and as ſuch had a fine effect on my 
feelings. | 


My muſketto curtains are made 
of beautiful muſlin, extremely full, 
and capable of conſiderable expan- 
fion ; and it is the cuſtom for the 
{ſervants to beat them immediately 
1 before 


fa) 

before going to bed, to clear them of 
thoſe inſects; when they are juſt ſuf-. 
ficiently opened to admit the party, 
and ſuddenly cloſed to exclude 
thoſe troubleſome nocturnal com- 
panions; then, being ſpread out 
wide, they admit the air in the 
moſt refreſning degree. Apropos 
of muſkettos; I; muſt tell you, 
though I ſhudder at the bare recol- 
lection of ſo vulgar a nuiſance, 
that, in like manner with the bugs 
in London, they mercileſsly annoy 
all new-comers, bliſtering them, 
and teazing, if not torturing them 
continually; and in a great mea- 
fure ſpare thoſe who are 3 
to the climate. 


And now let me aſk you your 
opinion of my attachment to you, 
| when: 1 can thus forego the higheſt 
10 | C 4 carthly 


0 240% 
earthly. pleaſures, flattery and lux 


urious accommodation, for your 


amuſement. — But perhaps, in- 
ſtead of thinking yourſelf obliged 
to me, you will, with the true Eu- 
ropean /aug-froid, ſuſpect me of 
ſelf- gratification in my deſcrip- 
tions; beware, however, of ſuch 
erroneous concluſions, as you va- 
lue the ane! favours of your own 


0 So H GoLDBoRNE. 


P. 8. We are, * tell me, 
(yer ſuch is the preſent warmth, 


that, without the information, L 
ſhould not have ſuppoſed it) ar- 
rived at the commencement of the 


temperate ſcaſon, and I am taught Y 
to expect a very fine climate for 


five ſucceſſive months, the mon- 
ſoons not coming on until Febru- 
\ 0 i X | ' ”w : ary, 
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ary; when agues and fevers are 
epidemic; and my conſtitution, 
no ddubr, Arabella, muſt un- 
dergo its naturalization; for few 
indeed are the exceptions to theſe 
ſevere attacks, which often lead 
down to final diſſolution.— The 
idea ſhakes my conſtaticy T Oh 
pray devoutly with me, that my 
deareſt father may be ſpared in his 
own health, agd, unwounded in 
mine; for well do I know he. 
could depart in peace, if his child 
was not to be left behind. - And 
to ſurvive her Can any thought 
be more killing! ? Good night —1 
will try to loſe it, and all my cares, 
in that ſweet balm of our exiſtence, .. 
| Nleep. Once more, therefore, god, 
night ! : | 
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Prime cheerer ! lizht, | 


Olf all created beings firſt and beſt! 
_—_ divine! 


TT is e you muſt underſtand, 

Arabella, with us ſons and daugh- 
ters of the Eaſt, ſix hours at leaſt 
before you enjoy the glorious, how- 
eber weakened ſun- beams; and I 
awoke to encounter new wonders. 


Having breakfaſted, (which I 
iind is the only degage meal I muſt 
hope to enjqy, every one ordering 
What is moſt agreeable to their 
choice, and in elegant undreſs 
chatting à la volonte ; whilſt, on the 
contrary, dinner, tea, and ſupper 
are © Zang, of ſtate levees) knowing 

vagus 8 that 


(27) 
that in the next apartment to mine, 
a country-born young lady—as the 
phraſe is, ro diſtinguiſh them from 
Europeans—was lodged, whom I 
had found extremely winning in 
her addreſs during our voyage in 
the bagero, and declaredly ambi- 
tious to be admitted on the liſt of 
my friends; I took it in my head to 
viſit her en paſſant, and make her a 
morning compliment; and this 
the more particularly, becauſe ſhe 
had not given us her company at 
breakfaſt, and I imagined ſhe 
might have taken cold on the 
water. — But judge my ſurpriſe, 
Arabella, when, on entering her 
chamber, I found her under the 
hands of her hair-dreſſer, —_— 
ſmoking a ** 1 Sn; 08; 


But 1. me caution you n c 
5 every 


every pebeiun idea on the occafion, 
for that pipe was a moſt ſuperb 
hooka; the bell filled with roſe-wa- 
ter; and inſtead of odious tobacco, 
4 pieptration of the betel-root, 
rolled up, and wetted, was placed 
in the bole, which bole was beau- 
tiful china! Ware, covered With a 
Migree"lver cap, with a mouth- 
piece of the ſame materials. Nor 
can I give you a conception of 
the graceful manner iu which the 
ſnake (the long ornamented tube) 
was twined through the rails of her 
chair, and turned under her arm, 
fo as not to have incommoded any 

perſon Teated by her; or the gen- 
reel air with which ſhe drew out 
the ſoft fume, and puffed it forth, 
alternately (for none of it is re- 
tained.) EIn a word, I wiſhed to 
Kavi 1 portrait on the ſpot, 
. for 
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for her form is elegant, her come 


plexion near the European ſtand- 
ard, and the novelty of her attitude 


ſuch, as rendered them altogether 
an admirable e ti TAGS Pf 
cil. T% 575115 

This Vie of ſmoking th am 
told, the characteriſtic, cuſtom of 


the country-born ladies; and the ſer- 


vant, dreſſed as I have already de- 


ſcribed, whoſe ſole buſineſs it is to 


arrange the ſnake, feed the fire on 
his knees, and take care of the 
whole apparatus, is called the 
hooka-bearer, and is an indiſpenſa- 


ble appendage of eaſtern ſtate and 


etiquette. The gentlemen, withe 


out diſtinction, indulge. them- 
ſelves this way, and. as, natu- 


rally, 1 am informed, fill up the 


period, of. their, hair-dreſling, with 
| theit 
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their hookas, as thoſe in England 
with peruſing the daily prints, and 


unqueſtionably to a more beneficial 
purpoſe; for the health is preſerv- 
ed or promoted by the practice: 
whereas news - paper reading, in 
your faſhionable world, only fur- 
niſhes the head with politics, and 


the heart with ſcandal, no very eſti- 


mable acquiſition, I hope you will 
grant me, for a rational member of 
the community. 


I have this morning enabled 
my ſelf to give you ſome idea of the 
houſes at Calcutta —for all of them, 
of any conſequence, are, I am aſ- 
ſured, built upon a ſimilar plan, 
though not all with ſimilar ad- 


vantages of ſituation. To begin 
with 


HarTLY 
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1 he centre part of the duilding is 
much higher than the reſt, and ter- 
minates in a point at the top, form- 
ing an. obtuſe angle (if I may pro- 
perly ſo call it) when the project- 
ing lines are downwards; and ex- 
tend to the wings on each ſide; the 
roof whereof covers a moſt magni- 
ficent hall, or ſaloon, the whole 
length and breadth of this central 

ſpace, ornamented at, both fronts 
with balconies, or verandas, that 
open by folding glaſs-doors, of in- 
conceivable grandeur, into the a- 
bove- mentioned apartment; and 
the architecture, having the advan- 


* 


tage of every poſſible decorations _ 


(together with large- ſized windows 
over the balconies) has a ſtriking 
| | effect 
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effect on an European beholder. 

From this grand centre the 
wings project, each of which con- 
ſiſts of a ſuite of elegant rooms, 
all on one floor - (for the utmoſt 
elevation from the ground is the 
flight of ſteps at the entrance) with 
a view of the eſplanade in front, a 
kind of immenſe park; and a large 
garden, with a-fine tank or fiſh- 
pond, behind-—ſuch as fleeping- 
rooms, dreſſing-rooms, withdraw- 
ing; Toms, &c. &c. in a ſtyle, no 
ſet of words I am miſtreſs of can 
convey to your imagination; and 
under this prodigious ſtructure are 
the family offices in general; the 
exceptions are ſtore-houſes, with 
the offices, at a diſtance, inſtead of 
gardens, The hall is, it ſeems, on 
all occaſions, the place where din- 
ner and ſupper are ſerved up ; and, 


when 
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when illuminated, as the luſtres 
and girandoles beſpeak, muſt be fit 
for the reception of a royal gueſt. 


The outſide of the walls is 
waſhed with a white compoſition, 
called chinam, that, in like man- 
ner with the ſcenes in your thea- 
tres, has no glare, and of courſe 
is not painful (how powerful ſoever 
the ſun's rays 1 Nay be) to the; ſight; 
which chinam 1s a pleaſing contraſt 
to the lively green of the verandas, 
or Venetian blinds, (univerfally 
uſed, whether the windows are glaſs 
or not), and are reliefs to each 
other ; but glaſs, you muſt know, is 
a dear commodity at Calcutta, and 
imported ſolely from England; on 
which account the Governor's hauſe 
is almoſt the only one that can boaſt. 
that diſtinction. You 
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The Venetian blinds (or veran- 
das, as I ſhall accuſtom you to call 
them) anſwer two moſt deſirable 
purpoſes—ſhade, and the free cur- 
rent of air, without which there 
would be no exiſting. Eaſtern 
pomp, ſplendor, and magnificence, 
ſupport me in this trying moment! 
when, almoſt expiring with heat, 
(and the ſeldom heard of, in Eu- 
rope, miſery of laboured reſpira- 
tion) I am on the point of confeſ- 
ling, no happineſs can equal the 
happineſs of a temperate climate, 
and the ſocial intercourſe of the 
ſons and daughters of Liberty and 
intellectual cultivation; for, my 
dear Arabella, too true it is, that 
the beſt pleaſure of the Eaſt is, 
| being a kind of ſtate-priſoner, en- | 
feebled and fettered by vertical 
ſuns, and the fatigue of veiling our 
diſtreſſes | | 


| 
|} 
* 
% 7 | 
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diſtreſſes from vulgar optics, by 
gaudy trappings and the pomp of 
retinue ; nor can I ſuppoſe it poſſi: 
ble, I ſhould ever become habitu- 
ated to what I now Janguiſh under, 
and ceaſe to ſigh for one delightful 
ſtrole in St. James's Park, unin- 
cumbered by palanquins, kitteſan- 
bearers, the clamour of har-car- 
riers, &c, &c. 


J reprobate all I have written. 
My father has this inſtant filled my 
purſe with gold mohrs, value forty 
ſhillings, or ſixteen rupees, each ; 
has purchaſed me a palanquin 
(what prophanation have I not 
been guilty of againſt palanquins!) 


and my mind is reſtored to the 


» 
* 


D 2 pinnacle N * 


1 * 

pinnacle of grandeur, from which 
it had ſo meanly fallen. —I am ne- 
vertheleſs, in deſpite of myſelf, 


Yours, as uſual, 


8. G. 
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"Tis raging noon, and vertical the fun 

Darts on the head direct its forceful beams; 
Ober heaven and earth, far as the ranging eye 
Can ſweep, a dazzling deluge reigns, | 


FHoMus ON certainly paſ- 

1 ſed a part of his life under 

this meridian, ſo applicable are the 
above lines to my preſent ſituation. 
— You cannot therefore wonder, if 
you give them an attentive peruſal, 
at the weakneſs into which I was 
ſurpriſed at the concluſion of my 
laſt letter, or that the poet's words, 


All- conquering heat! O intermit thy wrath, 
And on my throbbing temples potent thus 
Beam not ſo fierce. 


N | thould 
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ſhould at this moment ſpontane- 


ouſly flow from my pen.—But we 
will talk no more of it. 


The royal levee was never more 
crowded than mine—fine fellows, 
Arabella, without number the 
Eaſt India Company's ſervants ! the 
Engliſh ſovereign's ſervants !—1T 
truſt I ſhall not dwindle again into 
my former ſelf, or yawn away my 
days under your gloomy atmo- 
ſphere.—But I wander wide from 
my intended ſubject. 


T have been at church, my dear 
girl, in my new palanquin, (the 
mode of genteel conveyance) where 
all ladies are-approached, by ſanc- 
tion of ancient cuſtom, by all gen- 
tlemen indiſcriminately, known or 
unknown, with offers of their hand 

| | | pee 
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eto conduct them to their ſeat; ac- 
cordingly, thoſe gentlemen who 
wiſh to change their condition, 
(Which, between ourſelves, are 
chiefly old fellows, for the young 
ones either chuſe country-born la- 
dies for wealth, or, having leſt their 
hearts behind them, enrich them- 
ſelves, in order to be united to their 
favourite duleineas in their native 
land) on hearing of a ſhip's ar- 
rival, make a point of repair- 
ing to this holy dome, and. ca- 


an ua? + 


5 tender their e S 


without undergoing 

of a formal introduction, receive 

matrimonial overtures, and, becom- 

ing brides in the utmoſt poſſible 

ſplendor, have their rank inſtanta- 

. neouſly eſtabliſhed, and are viſited, 
| D 4 and 
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and paid every honour to which. 
the conſequence of their huſbands 
entitles them.—But not ſo your 
friend ; for, having accompanied 
my father to India, no-overtures of 
that nature will be attempted, pre- 
vious to an acquaintance with him, 
or at leaſt under his encouraging 
auſpices; nor did any gentleman 
break in upon the circle of my ſur- 
rounding. intimates, on this firſt 
public exhibition of my perſon, 
though every male creature in Cal- 
cutta, entitled to that privilege, 
bid Mr, and Mrs. Hartly expect an 
early V rom them. On my 
mentioning the church, you will 
perhaps fancy I ought to recount, 
to you its magnificence and ſtyle of 
architecture; but the edifice digni- 
fied at preſent with that appella- | 
tion does not deſerve notice. It is 
ſituated 
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Gtuated at the Old Fort, and con- 
fiſts ſolely of a ground- floor, with 
an arrangement of plain pews; nor 
is the Governor hinſelf much bet- 
ter accommodated than the reſt ; 
and of courſe the Padra, as the 
clergyman 1s called, has little to 
; boaſt of; the windows are, how-. 

ever, verangas, which are plealing. 
to me in their appearance, inde- 
pendent of the bleſſing of air en- 
zoyed through that medium.—Byg 
at the New Fort there is a new 
church erecting, onqquite an Euro- 
pean model, with galleries, a ſet of 
bells, and every ſuitable et cætera; 
the plan and foundation of which 
I have ſeen, converſed with the 
architect, and, from the whole, 
form very high expectations of 
the ſuperſtructure. One remark, 

however, is a· propos on this ſub- 


Jed. 


„„ 
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ect; namely, that the houſe 6P 


Prayer, at Calcutta, is not the 
: houſe of ſepulchre. Burying- 
grounds are provided ſome miles 
from the town, which, I am given 
to -underſtand, are well worth the 
- viſit of a ſtranger. Iwill only add, 
that though this meaſure may have 
- ariſen from the fervid heat of this 


climate (where death is buſy) which 
gives the idea of rapid putridity, 
yet ſurely it is diſgracing the tem- 
ple of the Divinity, (admitting 
even that in England no bad con- 
ſequence reſults from ſuch depoſits) 
to make it a charnel- houſe. Let 


this ſuffice for churches, except the 
mention, that at Calcutta Sunday 
is the only day of public devotion, 
and that only in the morning; 
though the Padra's ſalary is liberal, 


and his Perquilites. immenſe. - 
8 Think 
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Think you, Arabella, that on 
-mentioning the awful repoſitories 
of the dead, I forget my dear mo- 
ther's ſacred remains'?—Surely no. 
But I wiſh not to hang unneceſ- 
ſary weights on your ſpirits, and 
therefore reſerve all I have to ſay 
on that heart-ſearching ſubject, for 
the period that enables me to tell 
you, I have beheld her hallowed 
tomb, and paid the beſt tribute in 
my poor power to her beloved 
memory !—Adieu ! adieu !—I will 

reſume my pen the firſt opportu- 
nity; but can no more at pre- 


:ſent. 
. S. G. 


— | 
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oO would, my Arabella, be 
enraptured at the extreme 
neatneſs of even the meaneſt at- 
tendant; but beſides the beauty and 
the virtue of cleanlineſs, it 1s the 
only fence in the Eaft againſt pu- 
trid diſeaſes. That unerring guide, 
Nature, who teaches the people of 
the North to fortify themſelves, 
with furs againſt their inclement 
ſeaſons, bids the inhabitants of In- 
doſtan be correctly delicate in their 
perſons, and perſonal attire: to 
which the circumſtance of all the 
ſervants being Gentoos not a little 
contributes; for diurnal emerſion 
:in the river Ganges is one of the 
1 | ſtrict 


_ 1 
ſtrict articles of their religion, at 
the ſame time that it is a general 
benefit to the n | 


The Moors, or Mahometans, and 
the Gentoos, compoſe the chief bo- 
dy of the public; but perhaps, Ara- 
bella, you may wiſh and expect 1 
ſhould preſent you with ſome ac- 
count of the ancient inhabitants 
of this aſtoniſhing empire, before I 
introduce you to an acquaintance 
with the moderns, as the living; 
generations may poſſibly be deemed. - 

by you. —You muſt, however, ex- 
cuſe me; hiſtorical anecdotes are 
not compatible with either the taſte 
or leiſure of a fine lady at Bengal. 
I will indeed advance fo far on this 
heavy ground in your ſervice, as to 
inform you where you may meet 
with ſuch matter of fact, and ſpare 
myſelf Ly 


( 46) 
myſelf the drudgery, as well as 
the diſgrace, of exerciſing my pen 
thereon; —Yet,. when I turn my 
thoughts that way, I: muſt believe 
it will coſt me lefs labour to write 
the little it is neceſſary for you to 
read, than to refer you to the chap- 
ter and verſe of thoſe authors who 
have treated of this world of won- 
5 ders; for, in the firſt place, Ara- 
bella, take notice, the work of 
- creation was performed in the Eaſt, 
and in the Eaſt Chriſtianity receiv- 
ed its birth; in conſequence of 
which great circuraſtances, the ſub- 
Iime ideas and diſcoveries perpe- 
tually- opening themſelves upon 
my mind, can alone be even faintly 
conceived by you, if you, (as I re- 
commend it to you to do) travel 
over ſo highly-diſtinguiſned a re- 


| gion, traced out as it is on your 


globes, 


 EWJ 
globes, with the ſacred and pro- 
phane writers of antiquity. in your 
hand—when your entertainment 
will be ample. I ſpeak from ex- 
perience.—The other particulars 
run thus 


India, it is ſuppoſed, . was: firſt: 
peopled from Perſia, (which, in 
conjunction with the Indian ocean, 
is its weſtern boundary) becauſe, by 
its contiguity to that kingdom, it 
lies in the way of Meſopotamia, 
where, it is generally agreed, the 
deſcendants of Noah ſettled after- 
the deluge.—Be this as it may, it 
is evidently the ſouthern diviſion,. 
(or there is not a white man, or any 
complexion but black, amongſt 
its numerous inhabitants) and was 
poſſeſſed by the Ethiopians; their 
colour, long hair, and regular fea- 


C 48: 3 | 
tures being markingly different 
from the blacks of Guinea; and, as 
a further proof of their Ethiopian 
origin, we read in our Bible, that 

the queen of Sheba (which Sheba 

is only another name for Ethiopia) 
ſent preſents to the wiſe king So- 
lomon, of many fine ſpices—which 
alone grow in India, and were 
brought thither from Ethiopia for 
cultivation. | 


The next people who poſſeſſed 
the country were Arabians; for cer- 
- tain it is, that almoſt the whole 
coaſt was ſubject to Arabian or 
 Mahometan 'princes, when the 
Portugueſe arrived there in 1500; 
which Arabs, there is held little 
doubt, diſpoſſeſſed the Ethiopians 
of their territories, and drove 
them up into the midland country, 
which they ſtill inhabit, 

The. 


/ 
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The next invaders were the 


Mogul Tartars under Tamerlane, 


about the year 1400, who fixed his 
third ſon in the North of India 
and Perſia; but the Southern pro- 
vinces were not reduced under the 
dominion of the Mogul, until the 
reign of Aurengzebe, in 1667. This 
prince, it ſeems, had been ſhewn. 
ſome of the large diamonds from 
the mines of Golconda (the grand 
magnet at this day), and was 
thence induced to attempt the 
conqueſt thereof; and a good ſub- 
ſtantial motive it was; whereas 
the mighty Alexander overſpread 
the univerſe with his armies, for 
the ſole purpoſe of reſtoring, in the 
form of a generous act, thoſe king- 
doms his ſuperior force wreſted' 
from their lawful and peaceful poſ- 
ſeſfors.—But to return to Aureng- 

Vor. I. E zebe. 


a 
zebe. He made himſelf at length 
maſter of all the country as far as 
Cape Comorip, which, if you look 
in your map, you will find to be 
the moſt Southern promontory of 
India; hut the midland country be- 
ing very mquntainous, and woody, 
and ſubject moreover to ſeveral 
Ethiopian princes called Rajahs, 
preſerved, by their united efforts, 
their independence; inſomuch, that 
they alone acknowledge the Mogul 
for their ſovereign, at the preſent 
period, in inftances you will meet 
wick hereafter. 


In the time of the famous Per- 
ſian monarch, Khouli Khan, the 
Mogul throne was poſſeſſed by a 
great grandſon. of Aurengzebe, who 
was, made priſaner by that bold and 
<enterpriing Perſian, and obliged 


to 


. 
to cede to him all the North-weft 
provinces of India, to obtain his 
liberty. This invafion coft the 
poor Gentoos two hundred thou- 
fand lives. As to the plunder 
made by Khouli Khan, well- au- 
thenticated accounts ſpeak it to 
be no leſs than two hundred and 
thirty millions ſterling; his own 
private ſhare of which was con- 
fiderably above ſeventy millions, 
.and may be conſidered. as termi- 
nating the greatneſs of the Mogul 
empire in the houſe of Tamerlane : 
nevertheleſs, when he had raiſed all 
the money he could in Delhi, he 
reinſtated the Mogul Mahommed 
Shah in the ſovereignty, and re- 
Turned to his on country. | 


A general defection of the pro- 
E 2 vinces 
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vinces enſued, none being willing 
to yield. obedience to a prince de- 
prived of the power of enforcing 
it. The provinces ceded to Khouli 
Khan were only a ſhort time en- 
Joyed by him; for in 1747 he was 
aſſaſſinated, and Achmet Abdallah, 
his treaſurer, equally unprincipled 
as his royal maſter, being a man 
of great intrepidity, found means, 
in the general confulion, to carry 
off three hundred camels loaded 
with wealth, and, putting himſelf 
at the head of an army, marched 
againſt Delhi with fifty thouſand 
horſe. Thus was the wealth, drawn 
from this powerful city, made the 
inſtrument of continuing the miſe- 
ries of war, which it had at firſt 
brought upon them. At preſent, 
the 1mperlal dignity is veſted, after 

manifold 
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| manifold revolutions, in a prince 
that is univerſally acknowledged 
to be the true heir of the Tamer- 
lane race; but his power is feeble, 
the city of Delhi, and a ſmall ter- 
ritory round it, being all that 1s 
left remaining to that ancient and 
magnificent houſe ; and he depends 
upon the protection of the Engliſh, 
whoſe intereſt it is to ſupport him, 
as his authority i: is the beſt legal 
en | 


The point of prudence, however, 
in the Eaſt India Company, 1s, that 
their Governors ſhould interfere as 
little as poſſible in the domeſtic or 
national quarrels' of the country 
powers; peace and tranquillity beſt 
promoting their commercial inte- 
reſts, The wars with the Marat- 
| E 3 tas, 
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tas, and Prince Hyder Ally, in- 
deed, prove, that theſe maxims- 
have not always been properly ad- 
hered to. But I do not intend to 
paſs myſelf off for a. politician ; 
and, therefore, leaving theſe mo- 
dern particulars undiſcuſſed, affirm, . 
that this is hiſtorical knowledge 
ſufficient for any reaſonable wo- 
man, who is in the way of receiv- 
ing more extenſive intelligence 
from incidental obſervation and 
hourly oecurrences. But I muſt 
beſcech you. to keep theſe matters 
diſtinct in your head, that you may 
comprehend, on the inſtant, the 
references or elucidations- I: may 
preſent you with. | 


Tou will marvel at my reading 
and. literary talents; but pleaſe to 
remem- 


* 


„ 
remember, that we alone know our 
depth of information or abilities, 
when occaſion calls them forth.— 

I need not ſay how much I am, 


Your's,. 


S. G. 
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IIS, - Arabella, ſhall be 2 
long letter; for it ſhall con- 
tain an account of one whole day, 
ſpent after the Calcutta manner; 
which, I conceive, will prove ſo 
cloſe a copy of the general mode 
of living, that little more will be 
left for me to ſay on that ſubject ; 
for the variations in amuſement, 
exerciſe, &c. &c. cannot be con- 
ſiderable, in a place, where, to ren- 
der exiſtence ſupportable, is the 
ſole end and purpoſe of elegance, 
as well as of induſtry. 


At nine o'clock it is the cuſtom 
of this family to breakfaſt; and I, 
6 If who 


„ - 
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who am no daughter of ſolitude, 
ſo ſoon as it is announced, become 
viſible; for I have much pleaſure 
in Mrs. Hartly's converſation. ' 


The faſhionable undreſs, except 
in the article of being without 
ſtays (and ſtays are wholly un- 
worn in the Eaſt) is much in the 
Engliſh ſtyle, with large caps, or 
otherwiſe, as fancy dictates: it is, 
however, ſufficient to ſay, no gare 
or {kill is left unexerted to render 
the appearance eaſy and graceful — 
a rather neceſſary circumſtance, as 
you will grant me, when I add, 
that the gentlemen, in the courſe 
of their morning excurſions ' (for 
they ride out on horſeback at an 
early hour) continually drop in; 
and, from the numerous acquaint- 
ances this houſe can boaſt, I ap- 
| * 
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prehend we ſhall ſeldom know a 
breakfaſt unaccompanied by theſe 
Caſual viſitants—who ſay the pret- 
tieſt things imaginable, with an air 
of truth that wins on the credulity, 
and harmomizes the heart.— Not, 
Arabella, but a fine woman, robed in 
white muſlin, and with every other 
ſpecies of attractive drapery (let 
me tell you) is a very ſtriking ob- 
jiect, and, as ſuch, honeſtly entitled 


to admiration. 


You probably conceive, that, in 
this gay and enervating climate, 
induſtry is the laſt idea that would 
ſuggeſt itſelf to the mind of a fine 
lady: but you are miſtaken ; for 
the ladies at Calcutta are very fond 
of working upon muſlin, of knot- 
ting, netting, and all the little me- 
* of whiling away the time, 

"Tt without 
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without hanging weights on the 
attention. 


At twelve a repaſt is intro- 
duced, conſiſting of cold ham, 
chiekens, and loll ſhrub; after 
partaking of which, all parties ſes _ 


parate to dreſs, 


The friſeur now forms the per- 
fon anew ; and thoſe who- do not: 
chuſe to wear caps, however ele- 
gant or ornamented, have flowers 
of Britiſh manufacture (a favourite 
mode of decoration) intermixed: 
with their trefles, and otherwiſe 
diſpoſed fo as to have an agreeable 
effect. Powder is, however, uſed 
in great quantities, on the idea of 
both coolneſs and neatneſs; though, 
in my opinion, the natural colour 
of the hair would be more becom 
90 : ing: 
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ing: but the intenſe heat, I ſup- 
poſe, renders it ineligible. 


At three the day after my arri- 
val, as is uſually the caſe, the com- 
pany aſſembled in the hall or ſa- 
Joon, to the number of four-and- 
twenty; where, beſides the luſtres 
and girandoles already mentioned, 
are ſofas of Chineſe magnificence: 
but they are only ſubſtituted for 
chairs; what is called lolling, in 
the weſtern world, being here un- 
aug ex 


The dinner table was covered 
with a ſnow- white damaſk table- 
cloth of the fineſt texture; and to 
every plate were arranged two 
glaſſes, one of a pyramidical and 

lender form (like the hob-nob 
8 in England) for loll ſhrub, 


the 
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the other a common-ſized wine 
glaſs, for whatever beverage is 
moſt agreeable; and between every 
two perſons at table were alſo 
placed a decanter of water and a 
tumbler, for diluting at pleaſure; 
with folded napkins, of equal ele- 
gance with the table- cloth, for 
all the company, marked by art 


with a variety of fanciful figures, 
which I reluctantly deſtroyed. 


Such hoſts of men on all occa- 
ſions preſent themſelves, that, at 
dinner, to the demolition of ſcan- 
dal and all other perſonal ſubjects, 
no two ladies are permitted, I find, 
in this country, to ſit by each 
other. But the ſexes are blended 
(I will not ſay in pairs, for the 
men are out of all proportion to 
e female world) ſo as to aid the 

purpoſes 
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purpoſes of gallantry and good- 
umour; and, during the whole 
Period of dinner, boys with flap- 
pers and fans ſurround you, pro- 
euring you at leaſt a tolerably com- 

-fortable artificial atmoſphere. 


The diſhes were ſo abundant, 
and the remoues fo rapid, I can 
only tell you, ducks, chickens, fiſh 
(no ſoup, take notice, is ever 
Jerved-up at Calcutta) and all the 
a cateras of an'Engliſh bill of fare, 
according to their proper ſeaſons, 


To : Paſſed be fore my eyes. 


But the mode of dreſſing theſe 
proviſions is ſomewhat curious; 
for, I am told, fires of a particular 
kind of wood: are prepared, which 
being burnt to a clinker, the ani- 
mal or joint intended tobe roaſted is 
| placed 


% 
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placed over, not Before them; where 
they are turned about until done 
in the greateſt perfection; the fires 
being ſo judiciouſly fed, as to pre- 
vent both decay of heat, and ſmoke, 


The attention and court paid to, 
me was aſtoniſhing; my ſmile was 
meaning, and my articulation me- 
Jody : in a word, mirrors are almoſt 
uſeleſs things at Calcutta, and ſelſ- 
adoration idle; for your looks are 
reflected in the pleaſure of the be- 
holder, and your claims to firſts 
rate diſtinction confeſſed by all 
who approach you. 255 


After the circulation of a fem 
loyal healths, &c. &c. the ladies 
withdraw; and the gentlemen, I 
am told, drink their chearful glaſs 
for ſome time beyond that period, 

inſomuch, 
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inſomuch, that it is no unfrequent- 
thing for each man to diſpatch his 
three bottles of claret, or two of 
white wine, before they break up; 
having the bottles ſo emptied piled: 
up before them as trophies of their 
proweſs. 


The ladies at Calcutta retire, not 
to enjoy their private chat, or re- 
gret their ſeparation from their ad- 
mirers; for to ſleep is the object 
of their wiſhes, and the occupation 
of their time a refreſhment that 
alone enables them to appear witk 
animation in the evening: accord- 
ingly, both ladies and gentlemen 
entirely undreſs, and repoſe on 
their beds, in the ſame manner as 
at the midnight hour; and, on 
awaking, are a ſecond time attend- 
* by their hair- dreſſer; and thus, 

* | a ſecond 
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a ſecond time in the twenty-four 


hours, come forth armed at all 
points for conqueſt, 


But it ſhall not be concealed, 
Arabella, chat ſo great an enemy 
to beauty is this ardent climate, - 
that even J, your newly-arrived 
friend, am only the ghoſt of my 
former ſelf; and however the lily 
has ſurvived, the roſes have ex- 
pired : ALLE my lips (the glow. 
of which you yourſelf - have no- 
ticed) or cheeks are much more 


than barely diſtinguiſhable from 


the reſt of my face, and that only 


by the fainteſt bloom imaginable. 8 


Art, therefore, is here (as well as 
in Britain) a ſubſtitute for nature 
in ninety- nine inſtances out of a 
hundred. I hope J miſcalculate 
my countrywomen in this compa- 

. riſon; 
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riſon; but you know me too well 
to fuſpect me of a departure from 
my eſtabliſned cuſtom. Notwith- 
ſtanding all which, from being a 
new figure at Calcutta, my father's 
partiality for his only child (the 
only child of a woman he adored). 


is gratified beyond meaſure by, che 

a themes of my celbbrity— 
my dreſs, my addreſs; my judg- 
ment, my. underſtanding, my lan- 
guage, myrſentiments, my taſte.— 
Fear with me then, my good Ara- 
bella; that I have cut out much 

diſtreffing buſineſs For myſelf in p. 


the refuſing line,” by the rafh 1 v 


Eu degiſtered and tranſmitted vou 


dom Bengal Bay, and by which 1 
religibuſſy conceive ub bound 
to 1 8 my © Conduct. 3 
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1 HAVE flept little this morn- 


ing -A whirl of ideas, I was un- 


able to regulate, was the cauſe... 


I am, however, dreſſed; and my 
new friend. calls upon me to attend - 
her to the tea- room. -I come, I 1 
come. She is gone without me, 


Arabella, from imagining me not © 


ready to preſent myſelf; and I will 
borrow ſo. much time as juſt to de- 


[nd 
mY 


ſcribe the houſehold retinue of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hartly, and, of 


courſe, of all the genteel families 
in Calcutta, | 


The "olds of natives * F 
whence the domeſtic ſervants are. 
obtained, are Gentoos (I think 
I told you as much in a former 

F 2 J "letter > 
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letter; but no matter, the repeti- 
tion will only confirm my report); 
they do not board in the Eu- 
ropean fämilies; but, receiving a 
weekly ſtipend (and that a very 
lender one) feed at their ow. 
hovels, on rice and fiſn, during the 


hours of their maſters and miſ- 


treſſes repoling” themſelves, and 
then, with renewed alacrity, reſume 
their ſeveral appointments and of- 
—AA reeds 

The wite IO conſiſts of a 
coachm̃an and groom, which are 


| generally: E uropeans; a conſumer, 


WO is a Gentoo (a kind of houſe- 
ſteward and butler, for he provides 
every family article, and attends 
the ſide board and tea- table in per- 
fon, with bearers, all Gentoos, of 
ſever] denominations; the chief 


of _ 


—} 
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of which is called the Seda- bearer, 
. who cleans the tables,i places the 
glaſs ſhades over the candles in the 


verandas, and has the care of his 


maſter's ſhoes, which he. puts on 
and takes off for him with the pro- 
foundeſt reſpe&) ; two pair of pa- 


lanquin-bearers; a kitteſan-bearer; 
two harcarriers, or flambeaux- bear- 
ers; a hooka-bearer; and the bear- 
ers who ſtand behind chairs, and 


act as waiters to and from the tea- 


table: and ſo diligent and diſ- 
cerning are they, that they read 


the commands of the company in 

their eyes, and ſeem created for 

the ſole purpoſe and ſole ambition 
of ſerving the Europeans. | 


: The muſlin dreſſes, Ge. &c. 


which I mentioned to you on the 
adventure of the bugeros, are, it 
F. 3 proves, 
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proves, the family liveries of the 
Eaſt; I mean the colour of the 
ſaſhes and turban ribbands; my 
colour is the Tyrian-dye, which, I 
need not tell you, has' a beautiful 
ue _ white. EO 


1 am foe for, and muſt me the 
preſent bid you adieu! 


- * » 4 E 
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Three o'clock, morning. 

You will, perhaps, Arabella, 
be ſo unbred as to conclude; ſome 
particular party or amuſement has 
kept me up till this late hour; but 
| know, two is abſolutely a plebeian 
time of breaking up company at 
Calcutta. Refreſhed by your af- 


ternoon's ſleep,-and braced- by the 
$448 ot 484 2 128 no * cool 


* 
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"cool breezes of the. evening, you 
conſider time as made only for en- 
joyment, and repoſe as an outrage 
on conviviality. 


My new friend, the country- born 
lady, met me the day after my ar- 
rival, and led the way to the tea 
party; but, inſtead of a parlour, | 


| &c. I found this party collected in 


the veranda, as '6n the preceding 
evening, and I drank my tea with a 
degree of ſatisfaction unknown. in 
England in large companies ; for, 
Arabella, inſtead of the'exchanges 
(a molt alatming and diſguſting 
idea) to which you are there ex- 
poſed, it is the delightful and ſen- 
ſible cuſtom at Calcutta, for a bearer 
to convey your cup, when empty, 
to the conſumer, without once let- 
ting it go out of his hands; and of 
F 4 courſe 
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courſe returns it you ſecure from 
every poſſibility of contamination. 
Al think I never was ſo pleaſed 
with any one article of . polite eti- 
quette in my whole life. 


At dinner we were cooled by ar- 
tificial means; but the heavenly 
breezes of evening reached us 
through the verandas — cheered, 
enlivened, and rendered us quite 
another order of beings. 


Tea and coffee over, three card- 
tables (for, ſorry I am to tell you, 
Card: playing is here, in like man- 

ner as in Europe, the faſhionable 

propenſity) were brought forward, 
and I, as a viſiter, and a ſtranger, 

Was not permitted to decline.—1 
was on the point of ſeating myſelf, 
when the ſtake was mentioned; 
but 


) 
but what was my aſtoniſhment, 
when J heard five gold mohrs (ten 


pounds) ſpoke of as a very mode- 
rate ſum a corner! 


1 drew back, Arabella, inſtine- 

tively; for the little treaſure my fa- 

ther had ſo kindly made me miſtreſs 

of, my heart told me, at this rate, 

would literally make irſelf wings, 
and flee away. 


Mrs. Hartly, perceiving both my 
ſurpriſe and chagrin, aſked me to 
honour her table with my company, 
where, ſhe ſaid, they were ſo hum- 
ble as to ſtake only poor one gold 

rmohr.—I gladly accepted her in- 
vitation; and endeavoured to re- 
member with fortitude, that forty 
good ſhillings ſterling would be ei- 
ther won or loſt by me in the courſe 
of 
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oF a few deals; hiſt being the po- 


It is obſerved by ſome author, 
(but I do not immediately recollect 
who) that intoxication is the vice 

of a barbarous, gambling of a re- 
© fined, people; this is verified to a 
fatal proverb on this ſpot; for for- 
tune, in the Eaſt (however refined 
the taſte or manners of its poſſeſſor) 
appears alone to be acquired for 
the purpoſe of this wild diſſipation 
of it; inſomuch, that the «/timatum 
of European deſires, the return to 
their native country, is ſacrificed to 
the gratification of this pernicious 
propenſity, as well, as the peace 
and felicity of many moſt; deſery- 
ing families.— If a word, ſeveral 
hundted pounds were transferred 
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from their Poſſeſſors in the Mort 
period we were engaged. 


At ſupper the ſaloon was ſy- 
perbly lighted, and the table ſump- 
tuouſly covered. — he ſame cerg- 
mony of parting the ladies was oh- 
ſerved, as I have already deſcribed; 
ſo that the decanter and tumbler 
are evidently deſigned for her ac- 
a and a band — muſic 


„ # 


the evening, 

I was re weſted to favour, t] 
compiny with a ſong, (vocal muff 
being highly eſteemed by the BY 
Jeutonians ) ; and ſo anxious were the 
gentlemen. to diſcover, whether. 
had a voice tuned to melody. « or 
not, that doubt and expectation ſat 


on each | countenance, 
. ( enter 1 diſpelled 


a ) 
I diſpelled their doubts, and, if 
the goddeſs of Flattery (who cer- 
tainly touched the lips of her vota- 
ries with peculiar eloquence on the 
- occaſion) may be relied on, ex- 
ceeded all they could have hoped 
for from the firſt daughter of Har- 
mony. It muſt, however, be ſeri- 
ouſly acknowledged, that, from in- | 
dolence, relaxed fibres, or what- } 
ever other cauſe or impediment, 
my little powers equalled the beſt 
. efforts of my fair friends; and I 
have bound myſelf by a ſolemn 
promiſe, to be an angel on each 
fſucceeding evening. 


* 


A jingling of unaccuſtomed 
ſounds to my ears now interrupted 
my eulogiums, and immediately 
ſix or ſeven black girls were 
brought in, dreſſed in white muſlin, 
loaded 
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loaded with ribbands of various co- 
lours, with two or three gold rings 
in their noſes, by way of ornament, 
and ſilver caſnets at their ancles 
and wriſts, with which. they beat 
time very agreeably to the tambo- 
rines that attended them. Theſe _ 
are called notch-girls, (the word for 
dance) and their performance is 
called notchee, —T hey ſang lively 
and tender compoſitions alternate- 
ly, as was apparent by the move- 
ment of their eyes and hands, but 
to me otherwiſe unintelligible; 
danced with good effect; and, I... 
could perceive, were well reward- 5 
ed. After which, the night being 
particularly fine, we were inſtantly N. 
conveyed in our palanquins to the 
Company” s gardens; late in the 
evening, or abſolutely midnight, 
being the only walking time in 
12 3 his 
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his climate. The moon was near 

45 full, and her ſilver beams diſ- 
played unuſual luſtre.— Flowers of 
the moſt beautiful aſpect and de- 
lightful ſcent, aromatic trees and 
ſhrubs, perfumed the breeze ; and 
the viſtos, or ſhady walks, had an 
air of enchantment! Thus was 
the evening terminated, or, more 
properly, Arabella, the new-born_ 
day welcomed with luxurious glee; ; 
the ſenſes flattered ; the heart 
ſoftened ; and love and friendſhip 
the prevailing ſenſations of the 
Joul !-—F or, where the mind is pure, 
under ſuch auſpices as I have de- 
ſcribed, love is friendſhip, and 
friendſhip affection. 


You are now, my dear girl, 


chiaking of your temperate and 
| Da, 5 


* 
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ſolitary ſupper; and may a re- 
poſe ſucceed, tranquil as your na- 


ure. 
Adieu! 
| os 8. G. 
1 i 
i ; , 
57 
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EAR me, Pomona! to thy Citron- groves; 

To where the Lemon and the piercing Lime, 
With the deep Orange, glowing thro' the green, 
Their lighter glories blend: lay me reclin'd 
Beneath the ſpreading Tamarind, that ſhakes, 
Fann'd by the breeze, its fever-cooling fruit: 
Deep in the night the maſſy Locuſt ſheds, 


Quench my hot limbs; or lead me thro the 


maze, 

Embowering endleſs, of the Indian Fig: 

Or, thrown at gayer eaſe on ſome fair brot,, 

Let me behold, by breezy murmurs cool'd, 

Broad o'er my head the verdant Cedar wave, 

And high Palmetos lift their graceful ſhade : 

Or, ſtretch'd amid theſe orchards of the ſan, 

Give me to drain the Cocoa's milky bow], 

And from the Palm to draw its freſh'ning 
wine, 

More bounteons far than all the frantic juice 

Which Bacchus pours ! Nor on its ſlender 
twigs, 

Low-bending, be the full Pomegranate ſcorn'd ; 

| Nor, 
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Nor, creeping thro' the woods, the gelid 
Of Berries—oft in humble ſtation dwells 
Unboaſtful worth, above faſtidious pomp z 
Witneſs, thou beſt Anana, thou, the pride 
Of vegetable life, beyond whate'er 
The poets imag'd in the golden age: 
Quick let me ſtrip thee of thy tufty coat, | 
Spread thy ambroſial ſtores, and feaſt with 


Jove. | 


To taſte the beauties of this 
poet's pencil, Arabella, you muſt 
viſit: Bengal, where, I am more 
than ever convinced, he . penned 
his glowing deſcriptions of a cli- 
mate and 1ts characteriſtics, Fan- 
cy, with all her fire, could not, 
unaſſiſted by facts, have ſuggeſted, 
The produce of this Eaſtern ſoil 
is the palm, the cocoa-nut, the 
tamarind, the guava, the orange, 
lemon, pomegranate, pine, &c. 
&c. in the higheſt perfection; nor 
can they be ſpoken of, by an ani- 

Vor. I. G mated , 
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mated beholder, in terms of com- 
mon approbation. For my part, 
my mental exclamation is, © O for 
a muſe, adequate to the ſublimity 
of the ſubje&t! that the wonder- 
working hand of Nature might be 
fitly celebrated by me!“ —for, as 


Thomſon again expreſſes himſelf, 


Great are the ſcenes—— 
that ſte, each circling year, 
"Returning ſuns and double ſeaſons paſs : 
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and poetry, Arabella, is the natural 


language, where all is lovelineſs, 
and magnificence, and power ex- 
hauſtleſs as infinite. But I am loſt, 


you will perceive, in the immenſi- 
ty of my ſubject: Come, then, 
as my favourite bard has it, of the 


Deity, on a ſimilar occaſion— 


Come then, expreſſive Silence | muſe his praiſe. 
wo 


— A 
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On ſo vaſt a ſcale, indeed, are 
all things in this country, both hu- 
man and divine, that if any earth- 
born creature could be pardoned 
the ſin of ambition, it would be the 
Aſiatics; nor can IT doubt, from 
all I have already ſeen and heard; 
that numbers of them are proud 
enough to believe, and apply to 
nne the poet's languaget | 


For me the mine a thouſagd treaſures brings ; 
For me health guſhes from a thouſand ſprings;, 
Seas roll to waft me, ſuns to light me riſe” 
My footſtool earth, my Wy; 1 


At leaſt, we may fairly gie 
the Moguls, in their day of ſplen- 
dor, were of this haughty faith, if 
we read the following deſcription 
of their n 5 : 


His Nesse (che Mogul em- 
82 2 peror) 
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peror) during the temperate ſea- 
ſon, which laſts four or five months, 
are in the field ; and few curioſities 
in the Eaſtern world were more 
ſtriking than his camp; for, be- 
ſides the military men, (which a- 
mounted to above 10, ooo, who 
carried their wives and families 
with them) he was attended by 
moſt of the great men in the em- 
pire, and followed by all kinds of 
merchants and tradeſmen from the 
capital cities in the whole, above 
a million of people; and, with this 
retinue, he made a tour of a thou- 
ſand miles every year, through 
ſome part of his dominions; and 
heard the complaints of his mean- 
eſt ſubjects (an aſtoniſhing trait in 
ſo lofty a character!) if they hap- 
pened to be oppreſſed by his na- 
bobs or viceroys. | 
A cara- 
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A caravan, of ten thouſand ca- 
mels and oxen, conſtantly attended 
the camp, and brought proviſions 
from every part of the country 3 
the commander of which was ſtyled 
a prince, and veſted with great 
power; his office being to * 
rar Oy Wien e ee 
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The camp was at leaſt ny 
Allet in circumference, and formed 
in a circular manner; the Mo- 
gul's tent and his women's being 
on an eminence in the centre, 
and ſeparated from the reſt by a 
high ſcreen or incloſure; next to 
which were the nobility, generals, 
and people of diſtinction, in an- 
other circle ; the reſt ſueceeding in 
circles, according to their quality; 
the inferior people 5 neareſt 
22 83 the 
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the outſide of the camp: nor do E 
marvel, that ſuch an emperor, at 
ſuch a period, ſhould be induced, 
in the vanity; of his heart, to ſtyle 
himſelf. the Governor of the Uni- 
verſe, the Ornament of the Earth, 
&c. & c. as is the cuſtom, on the 
aſſumption of the imperial diadem; 
though, in the preſent circum- 
ſcribed condition of the empire, 
| thoſe high-ſounding titles are to- 
tally inapplicable. But to deſcend 
to humbler es. 


The Eaſt India Company, find, 
pay the rent af ſuch houſes as the 
captains of their ſhips occupy dur- 
ing their reſidence at Calcutta; 
and it is well they do, or it would 
be a heavy tax upon their purſe; 
for, could you ſuppoſe it poſſible 
ſuch a ſum as 500 ſacre rupees 

(lixty 
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(ſixty pounds) per month, could 
be decently demanded, or chear- 

fully paid, by theſe birds of paſ- 
ſage t it is, nevertheleſs,” the fact: 
accordingly, thoſe gentlemen, who 
have it in their power, build ele- 
gant dwelling-houſes, at the ex- 
pence of 30, 40, 50, and 60,000 
rupees, for the purpoſe of letting 
them ready furniſhed; and, I am 


affured 1 ſhall” fee" nuhy, win 


dear the aſtoniſhing rent of 900 
and 1000 pounds ſterling per year, 
without a table, chair, or one ne- 
ceſſary unhired at an e ex- 
en bee 


The A of e the 
part of the town inhabited by 
trades-people (who, by the way, 
are all Blacks, except what are 
vgs the Europe ſhops, of which 
Pil, 6 4 I ſhall 
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I ſhall ſpeak hereafter) are diſtin- 
guiſhed by the name of the bei/ars, 
or traders, by which they are oc- 
cupied; as, the badarbeiſar, (fruit 
and paſtry); the muehee beiſar, (the 
fiſn· market); the dewdwallar bei- 
far, (milk-ſellers) ; ſuedwallar bei- 
far, (hog-merchants) ; chine beiſar, 
(fugar-venders); &c. &. More- 
over, cards form a ſeparate article 
of merchandiſe, and the ſhops for 
ſelling them furniſh one whole 
ſtreet a proof of their great con- 
nis and value in the e 
The 3 wi as n will 
naturally conclude, are thoſe ware- 
houſes: where all the Britiſh finery 
imported is diſplayed: and pur- 
chaſed; and ſuch is the ſpirit of 
many ladies on viſiting them, that 
there have been inſtances of their 
ſpending 


(WW ) 
ſpending 30 or 40,000 rupees in 
one morning, for the decoration of 
their perſons; on which account 
many huſbands. are obſerved to 
turn pale as aſhes, on the bare 
mention of their wives being ſeen 
to enter them: but controul is 
not an article of matrimonial rule 
at Calcutta; and the men are ob- 


liged to make the 80 15 their 
conjogel mortifications. alt 946 


Five rnd 2 wa in- 

habited alone by perſons of gen- 
teel rank, open on the Eſplanade, 

which is ornamented to a great 
extent, in view of the firſt houſes 
of each (one of which is the Go- 
vernor's) with iron paliſades, and 
makes a magnificent appearance. 
J ſhall enlarge upon this ſubject as 
ſoon as I have made my intended 
7 to ur 
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tour through the town; the whole 
of which, however, 1s a flat fitua- 
tion, and the habitations are ſcat- 
tered over a great ſpace of ground; 
for the gardens, particularly the 
Company's and Governor's, are 
extenſive; nor are the private ones 
ſmall; for, as it is one of the chief 
pleafures of the country, to admire 
the beauties of vegetation, enjoy 
the-ſhade, and feed on the delica- 
cies ſo bountifully beſtowed by 
Nature, it is their pride to poſſeſs. 
them all together in their prime 
excellence, to ſpeak at once their 
fine taſte, and abundant fortune, 
to n beholder. 


What a motley epiſtle is this ! 
the great ſublime, ſucceeded by 
the moſt inferior topics; but, Ara- 
bella, theſe tranſitions are not to 
ee | be 
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be avoided, on a ſpot, where vi- 
vacity and dignity of mind is 
tranſient, and a low ebb of both 
the one and the other, the conſe- 
quence of languor not to be reſiſt- 
ed, and enen not to be 
deſcribed. 7 


Tan, 


7 Yours, as uſual, 
Ts 8. 6. | 
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LETTER vm. 


0 W . were my 

words, Arabella, where I 
mention my apprehenſions of the 
refuſals I ſhould be called upon to 
make A painful taſk to a feeling, 
and not illiberal mind; but we 
muſt all ſubmit to our deſtiny. 


An old fellow, with an incredi- 
ble fortune, ogles me, and pro- 
feſſes his life depends on his ob- 
taining the honour of my hand 
my father ſmiles—and 1, with an 
air of indolent complacence (the 
air of the country) receive his de- 

voirs as the Juſt tribute of my tran- 
. ü ſcendent 


Ca 3 


ſcendent charms; which charms 
(it is already got into circulation) 
are held by me above all price (for 
the fetter of my vow has not yet 
tranſpired); which may poſſibly 
tend to a diminution in the train 
of my adorers, at leaſt on the ar- 
rival of the next ſhips; for, as the 
life of a butterfly is but an hour, 
ſo the ladies, who wiſh to ſee them- 
ſelves advantageouſly diſpoſed: of, 
muſt reprobate the antediluvian 
practice, and be careful not to let 
the iron grow cold on the anvil; 
which, with few exceptions, is the 
univerſal conduct: ſo that, I doubr 
not, I ſhall ſoon behold this love- 
ſtricken greybeard at the feet of 
ſome more yielding damſel: and 
may ſhe make him as kappy as ſhe 
will flatter herſelf his wealth can 
render her; nor once experience 
| the 


* 
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the common fate of ſuch expecta- 
tions—finding ſhe has ona lelt- 
deceived ! 


Here is alſo a little dapper fel- 


low, in a yellow ſilk coat, that 


buzzes ſoft things in my ear, and 
affects to keep all the reſt of his 
ſex at aidiſtance: but I have given 
it in commiſſion to Mrs. Hartly, 
to hint to him, that ſuch behaviour 
is not lawful; the accepted lover 
alone being entitled to monopolize 
his fair one. I ſuppoſe we ſhall 
have him in the pouts on the oc- 
caſion; this is, however, no for- 
midable circumſtance at Calcutta, 
where you may chuſe and 1 at 
ba, ; 

What gives the men ſuch con- 
Sant acceſs to the ladies their rank 

nov 7 entitles 
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entitles them to viſit, is, that on be- 
ing once introduced, you make their 
abode an home walk in and out 
at pleaſure have your chair and 
attendant ready for you, as a mat- 
ter of courſe—and the only wonder 
is, what can have become of your 
new friends, if they happen to abſent 
themſelves without a declared en- 
gagement. At breakfaſt, they tell 
me the news of the day; at din - 
ner, ſolicit me to drink ſo many 
glaſſes of wine with them, that I. 
ring unending changes on negative 
| phraſes (and thoſe the beſt, choſen); 
| to prove my fund of polite. lan- 
| guage, and ſoften my cruel denials; 
at the card- table they loſe their 
money with a good grace; and; at 
fupper, are brilliant companions : 
nor be it unobſerved by vou (tho 
your matrimonial chance is be- 
yond 
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yond meaſure critical) you do not 
forfeit your claims to homage or 
adoration, on becoming a wife ; 
whence Slander is often buſy, The 
opportunities are, indeed, incon- 
ceivable for amour, if the inclina- 
tion be prompt; but I verily be- 
lieve, that gallantry at Calcutta is, 


like gallantry in France, carried 


on by friendly compact amongſt 
all parties: I truſt you with my 
wife - you truſt me with yours ;— 
and that the abuſe of ſuch well-bred 
confidence is a rare inſtance of the 
ill effects thereof. | 


One or two offers, for their ge- 
neroſity and reſpectability, have 
been noticed by my father; and, 
with every profeſſion of gratitude, 
declined by me. Mrs. Hartly 
remonſtrates, from looking for-. 

f ward 


. 
ward (ſhe kindly ſays) to alarms 
ſuch conduct gives riſe to- from 
implying ſome European engage- 
ment, that muſt eventually deprive 
her of my company. I aſſure her, 
ſhe is miſtaken, I perceive, in vainz 
for it appears to her an abſurdity, 
to believe, a heart, that poſſeſſes 
its freedom, ſhould ſhut 'the door 
againſt unexceptionable overtures. 
] own, Arabella, I cannot account 
for it myſelf, unleſs it can be poſ- 
ſible, that the multitude renders _ 
me indifferent to individuals; and, 
true it is, that you have not leiſure 
for the obſervations, ſo neceſſary to 
be made previous to an union for 
life, in theſe crouded ſcenes; or (if 
you can pardon the ſeeming levity) 
ſufficient time to know your own. 
mind; one agreeable impreſſion 
being immediately, if not chaſed 

Vor. I. H away, 
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away, blended with another: in 
ſhort, my hour of attachment is not 
come; and I never will be pre- 
vailed upon to feparate, or (what 
1s the ſame thing) endanger the 


ſeparation, of my hand and — 9 


Was there any vole of * 
coming to Bengal, I might, per- 
haps, think. otherwiſe than, I am 
convinced, 1 ever ſhall do, with 
the reflection on events that would 
prevent our ever meeting more. 


I am, &c. 


| 8. G. 


LETTER 
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ET TER H. 


ADñꝗORE the cuſtoms of the 
Eaſt.—Inſtead of having their 
ſervants, or bieſars (crades- peo- 
Ple) ſpeaking in broken words, 
and miſtaking,” conſequetitly miſ-— 
repreſenting, what their ſuperiors 
ſay, the dreſſes and accommo- 
dations of the Europeans do not 
more perfectly diſcriminate them 
than their language; every perſon 
taking the trouble, or rather con- 
ſidering it their amuſement, to 
learn to aſk for what they want in 
Gentoo phraſes ; and making Eng- 
liſh the vehicle only of polite con- 
verſation. | 


H 2 Early 


; ( 


Early this morning, the weather 
beginning to be ſettled, I took 
advantage of a cool breeze, and 
was conveyed in a Phaeton through 
the town and its environs. 


The WaITERS BuilDinGs, 
Arabella, in like manner with our 
inns of court, are divided into cham- 
bers, more or leſs elegant, accord- 
ing to the rank and conſequence of 
their owners. This, I need not tell 
you, is the nurſery. of all the great 
men; for, from being writers, they 
are advanced, as their abilities 
enable them, to the higheſt civil 
offices, or even military, if their 
genius inclines them that way. 
I was ſtruck by them altogether, 
as the monument of commercial. 
* and made ſome com- 


ji ments 
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ments on the ſubject, that did cre- 
dit, I was told, to my ſenſibility 
and underſtanding but 1 ſeek 
not to ſhine in your ſight, Ara- 
bella; you know the height and 
depth of my intellectual endow- 
ments, and honour me according- 
Iy. A little oſtentation is neceſ- 
ſary in the Eaſt ; but Engliſh eſti- 
mates run upon the ſofter merits ; 
for we are there taught to believe, 
that a woman's” nobleſt ſtation is 
retreat for that, as a 200g 


ſays, | 


Her faireſt virtues 5 8 public . TIT 
Domeſtic worth, that ſhuns too ſtrong a light. 


But, be'it always remembered' by 
you, . that Indoſtan is the land of 
vivacity, ORE | than of ſenti⸗ 
men,” ˖ ung 


Wiz At 


| 208 } 
At the back of the Writers 
Buildings is the | 


CAlcurrA THEZA TRE; 


the inſide of which I have not yet 
ſeen; but am informed, from 
good authority, that it equals the 
moſt ſplendid European exhibi- 
tion. 


The performers, Arabella, are 
all gentlemen, who receive no kind 
of compenſation, but form a fund 
of the admiſſion- money, to defray 
the expences of the houſe. It 
conſiſts only of pit and boxes: to 
be admitted to the firſt of which, 
you pay eight rupees (twenty ſhil- 
lings) ; to the laſt, a gold mohr 
- (forty ſhillings): it is not, there- 
- © 355: © e foe, 


| 


. C9 
fore, wonderful it ſhould be ten- 
dered a brilliant ſpectacle. | 


I I was alſo ſhewn, en paſſant, a 

tavern, called the London Hotel ; 
- where entertainments are furniſhed 
at the moderate price of a gold 
mobr a head, excluſive of the deſ- 
ſert and wines - two very expenſive 
articles indeed! for claret, not- 
withſtanding its free conſumption, 
is in private families five rupees 
(twelve and ſixpence) a bottle. 
Of their deſſerts I ſhall Do here- 


At the ek + your bags 
F diſh of coffee colts you a rupee 
(half-a-crown) ; which half crown, 
however, franks you to the perufal 
of the Engliſh news- papers, which 
are regularly arranged on a file, as 
3 in 
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in London; together with the 
Calcutta Advertiſer, the Calcutta 
Chronicle, &c. &c.—and, for the 
honour of Calcutta, be it recorded, 
that the two laſt- named publica- 
tions are, hat the Engliſh prints 
formerly were, moral, amuſing, 
and intelligent. I wiſh, Arabella, 
you could turn this hint to profit; 
but much fear, the frenzy of poli- 
ties, and the fever of ſcandal, are 
confirmed diſeaſes, _—_ as thy 
. 1 | 


Nori i deus, unſurnibed with 
Lizity Stables, riding being much 
the: faſhion at certain feaſons of 
the year. And I had a diſtant view 
of the Hoſpital, a building that 
deviates from the general plan of 
architecture, being three ſtories 
high; and, I am told, it deſerves 


my 


( 105 ) 
my particular notice and inſpec- 
tion. 


At the Old Fort, which is ſitu- 
ated at the extremity of thoſe ſtreets 
terminated by the Eſplanade (T 
ſhudder to name it) are the ruins 
of the Black Hole, where the no 
leſs memorable than tragical event 
took place in 1756; for, out of one 
hundred and forty-five Britiſh ſub- 
jects, only twenty-three ſurvived 
the horrors of one night's impriſon- 
ment: amongſt thoſe ſaved, was Mr. 
Holwell, the Governor's chief ſer- 
vant, who has written a moſt affect- 


ing account thereof. The cauſe _ 


of-this melancholy cataſtrophe was 
a quarrel of the Nabob, or Mogul 
viceroy, Surajah Dowla, with the 
Company—who ſuddenly inveſted 


N with a large body of black 
troops z-- 
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troops; the then Governor, and 
ſome of the other principal per- 
ſons, threw themſelves and their 
chief effects on board the ſhips in 
the river; whilſt they who remain- 
ed, for ſome hours bravely de- 
fended the place; but, their am- 
munition being expended, were 
compelled to ſurrender on tolera- 
bly ne terms. N 


The n a |.capricious oy” 
unfeeling tyrant, inſtead, however, 
of obſerving the capitulation, for- 
ced his priſoners into a ſecure hold, 
only about eighteen. feet ſquare, 
and ſhut them in from almoſt all 
communication of free air.—But I 
draw a ſhade over miſeries I am 
unequal, to paint; and will only 


add, that the ſcaſonable arrival of 


our countrymen, Lord Clive and 
1 Admiral 


( 17 1 | 

Admiral Watſon, put the Engliſf 
once more (with ſome difficulty} 
in poſſeſſion of Calcutta; the in- 
ſenſible Nabob, after plundering 
the place, having returned to his 
capital, under the perſuaſion that 

he had totally routed and ſubdued 
them ; and the war was concluded 
by the battle of Plaſſey, as you 
may read in the \Britiſl annals, 
won by Colonel Clive, and the 
death of Surajah Dowla; in whoſe 
ſtead Mhir Jaffier, one' of his Ge- 
nerals, a friend to the Engliſh, 
was advanced to the Nabobſhip ; 
and Calcutta flouriſhed more than 
ever, and became e rere 1 


0 Tut Ol Fort is now totally 
| deſerted; and, except the church, 
bas few buildings to boat nor is 


its 
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its cuſtom otherwiſe oceupitd an 
by the landing of copper, &c. &c. 
for * 3 8 ſervice. BW. 


The Jeraliofiion of wha? "ow 
RY ſo affected my ſpirits, that 
I begged to return home; and, hav- 
ing committed my morning's ex- 
curſion to paper, ſhalt endeavour 
to remember the concluding Part 


of ir . 


» 1 ; 
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One very ſingular circumſtance 
at Calcutta is, Arabella, that there 
are no nurſeries in any of the 
houſes; nor does a child (with few 
* make its * 
10 5115 
- Saving 1 "ry . 


upon repeated occaſions (for you 
| know 


( 809 2. 
Kno J delight much in the come 
pany of children): I cauld not ſor- 
bear aſking Mrs. Hartly, how it 
came to paſs that no little folks 
had met my eyes ? ſhe, ſmiling, 
replied (for ſhe is a ſweet, amiĩable 
woman) “ Suſpend your curioſity 
until to-morrow, and this myſtery 
ſhall be unravelled.” Accordingly; 
at the uſval early time the enſuing 
morn, we ſet off in our palanquins 
on a journey, the motive of which 
] wag not aware of; and ſoon ar- 
rived at a moſt romantic and beau- 
tiful ſpot, at about five miles diſ- 
tance from our place of reſidence; 
where, it was revealed to me, the 
infant part of the family (as is the 
cuſtom of the country) N, ſirus» 
ated ; and I had the pleaſure of 
raking aninfiqurancon acqualut - 
g07 101) 200169570 123389407 e 


00 
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ance with a boy and girl lovely as 
yr 1 —_— as myo 


These retreats | (which in Eng- 
tand we ſhould know by the name 
of villas) are at Calcutta called 
Bungilos, and poſſeſs all the charms 
and beauties ef rural exiſtence. 
The defcription of one of them, 
however, will ſerve for all, with only 
the, neceſſary and natural abate- 
ments, fortune, taſte, and liberali- 
To produce 1 in every inſtance. 


Hartly Bungilo conſiſts of a ſuite 
of apartments on a ground floor, 
with a thatched roof and verandas, 
and ſtands in the centre of a gar- 
den, Lam; wholly at a loſs to de- 
ſcribeto/you. Imagine, therefore, 
to yourſelf a ſpot, adorned with 

{00 8 ii 9 A 1% all 
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All the choiceſt flowers with which 
you are acquainted, formed into 
eſpaliers, and encircling the faireſt 
parterre your eyes ever beheld; with 
receſſes, ſuch as queen Dido wortd 
have admired, and temples the 
Graces might not diſdain to viſit; 
with, moreover, a ſpacious" tank 
Or fiſh-pond at certain diſtances 
every fooſtep appearing fairy 
ground, and *r breeze per- 
fume. ' et 2300907 
| 55h Cp 
My ai and pleafije di- 
verted Mrs. Hartly exceedingly.— 
« Take my advice another” time, 
ſaid ſhe; * and, inſtead of enquir- 
ing into things you are unac- 
quainted with, endeavour to bed 
hold them, and judge for your-" 
ſelf.“ Had 1 told you; in ſo 
many words, that my little boy 
= and 


0 . 8 


and girl were, with whatever ſuit- 


able attendance, living in a thatch- 
ed houſe, whilſt I occupied what 
you. call a palace—would you not 
have ſhook your head, and changed 
your opinion of a woman you now 
profeſs to eſteem ?—whereas, be- 
holding them lodged in the boſom 
of free air and tranquillity, jeſſa- 
mine and roſes forming their bed, 
and peace and joy their pillow— 
will you not own, that mothers at 
Calcutta have their children's hap- 
PY condition as much at heart, as 


in a country, where, at the top of 


the houſe, they are truſted to the 
care of mere hirelings, and much 
farther removed from the mater- 
nal ſuperintendence than in our 
bungilos; though thoſe bungilos 


are under the regulation of well- 


educated and well-princjpled gen- 
tle women, 


* 


1 


- 
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rlewoman, "whoſe time and talents 
are devoted, i in return for a hand- 
ſome ſtipend, to their ſervice and 
benefit. E „ Joo ave4 

1 8 no reply ready; therefore 
only preſſed her hand, in filent ap- 
probation : but ſhe is diſcernment. 


at all points, and en ek 
is to her ingen. _—_— 


Dis 
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Tell n me, my dear girl, if you can, ; 
why the genuine delight of. con- 
verſing with children is ſo ſeldom. 
ſought for? To me, next to an- 
gels, I love and revere them. ' The 
dawnings of their reaſon are con- 
ſidered by me as ſo many emana- 
tions of the Divinity, and. their 
artleſs turns of fancy the moſt ra- 
tional of human entertainment! 


.. My 
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My little new friends had not 
been five minutes, .preſented to me 
before they found out the weak fide 
of my character; and, having won 
me, to all intents and purpoſes, to 
their wiſhes, engaged me by a ſo- 
| lemn promiſe (which I will actual- 
ly perform): fo -viſit them every . 
morning -I can contrive to ſteal 
from the e company at Hartly Houſe. 
But moſt tranſient are our plea- 
-ſurable moments in this world: 1 
was ſfummotjed to. re-aſcend. my 
palanquin, at the end of two hours, x | 
(the fletreſt of all the hours I had a 
ſpent at Calcutta) and was brought | 
home with the actual loſs of. my 
heart—an acknowledgment that 
gave riſe to innumerable effuſions 
of Eaſtern gallantry, wholly unac- 1 
ceptable to me, and, as ſuch, whol- 
ay diſregarded, | 6; al 


At 
* 
_- 
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Il is — it ſeems, at a certain 
age, to ſend the ſons and daughters 
of this golden world to England 
for education; but great improve- 
ments having been made, during 
his laſt quarter of a century, in 
every branch of polite and valu- 
able knowledge, among the Cal- 
cutt6hians,” this, together with the 
teffors of the ocean, which await” 
ſich infant fugitives, has induced 
many fond fithers and mothers, — 2 
well as Mr. and Mrs. Hartly, to 
make it "worth ati” accompliſed 
Englhiſhwoman'” 5 while to form” 
ther manners, &c. &c. under the 
parenital auſpices. The goifvernanite 
at Harfly Bungilo, who comes pre- 
ciſely under this deſcription, is the 
widow of a clergyman—has a plea- 
ling perſon, and a well:ftored mind 
and was prevailed upon to make 

12 the 
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the voyage on the conſideration of 
250 gold mohrs (500 pounds) to 
be paid to her on her arrival; 
where ſhe lives with as much diſ- 
cretion as elegance, and is eſteem- 
ed and honoured by all who know 
her. 


A large bouquet (every flower of 
which, by appearing more beau- 
tiful than the laſt noticed, I had 
ſelected from the multitude) was 
ordered to be carried for me to 
Calcutta. Nature is here laviſh 
of her moſt beautiful productions; 
and ſo peculiarly attentive to gra- 
tify the eye and the ſcent, that it 
1s impoſſible to bring the iſland of 
your exiſtence into the ſmalleft 
competition with the air I now 
breathe, or the objects I behold— 
a great denial, you will perceive, 

| 7 to 
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to the unceaſing remembrance of 
you, I have ſo repeatedly aſſured 
you of; as a healer for which breach 
of faith and truth, I have hit upon 
a propoſal, that, if yau are human, 
muſt have attraction for you. 
The Nabob, Arabella, a young 
ſmart fellow, lives but at the dif- 
tance. of four miles from Hartly 
Houſe. He has, it is true, ſeveral 
wives already; but you ſhall be 
his wife of wives ; and as for his 
copper complexion, you are too 
wile to make that an objection.— 
Come then, and dwell only a ſhort 
time with us let him behold your 
face, and have a few opportunities 
of diſcovering the perfections of 
your temper, and he will think no 
price too high to purchaſe your 
ſriendſhip and affection. I ſhould 
rejoice to ſee you a Nabobeſs, that 

* 13 you 


. 
von may ſurpaſs me as much in 
| rank, as you ſurpaſs me in every 

perſonal and mental accompliſh- 
ment. But you are ſo ſentimental], 
there is no dealing with you; and 
expect, in the lines of your be- 
| loved Young, I ſhall be aſked, by 
way of anſwer to my wild queſ- 
tion, 


Can wealth give happrneſs ?—look round, and 
ſee 


What * diſtreſs, what ſptendid miſery ! 


which is ſo truly Engliſh, there is 
no ſtanding : I therefore haſten to 
conclude myſelf, 


"Yours: &c. &c. | 
8. G. 


LE T- 
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EE T TER X. 


Hug manners of the ladies at 
Calcutta are ſomewhat con- 
Sadldory Hos all ſofineſs and 
femininity, and now all courage 
and reſolution; as you ſhall hear: . 


"2 hey take a periculi ekfare,. i 
on the one hand, in obliging at and in- 
forming ſtrangers —mielt | into tears 
dt every tale of ſorrow—and ſweetly 
ſympathize with thoſe whoſe ſpirits - 
are depreſſed ; on the other hand, 
you behold them ſo little attentive - 
to female decorum, and fo fearleſs : 
of danger, that a ſcarlet riding 
dreſs, which gives them moſt the - 


; 9 appear-- 


* 
* 
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appearance of the other ſex, enrap- 
tures them and, to drive a phae- 
ton and pair with a vivacity, a de- 
gagement, or whatever may be the 
proper epithet, to mark their ſkill 
and unconcern, in the midſt of 
numberleſs ſpectators, is their de- 
light; whilſt I, on beholding eve- 
ry ſuch exhibition, ſay, with Dr. 
Young, 


uch charioters as theſe 
May drive fix barneſs'd monarchs, if they 
pleaſe. : 


for, to characterize them complete- 
ly in your ſight, I muſt add, that 
the ladies of gaiety and ten always 
make a point, on theſe occaſions, 
of having a gentleman companion, 
who lolls at his eaſe ; ; the office of 
managing the reins, &c. &c. being 
wholly aſſumed by the lady. L 


1 


wiſh, 


( 122 ) 

wiſh, nevertheleſs, you could ſee 
theſe phaeton enterpriſers; for their 
attendance and accompaniments 
are in the high ſtyle of Eaſtern 
etiquette. A ſervant, in the dreſs 
I have heretofore repeatedly de- 
ſcribed, runs on each ſide the horſes, 
with long-handled flappers in their 
hands, ſometimes holding by their 
manes, and ſometimes at a little 
diſtance; and the effect is both 
ſtriking and pleaſing. The phae- 
tons are Engliſh built, and orna- 
mented with all the taſte that 
country can boaſt, and all the ex- 
pence the Aſiatics are forward to 
incur, for their exterior import- 
ance the horſes finely and ſplen- 
didly ſet out, with ſilver nets to 
guard their necks from inſects, and 
reins elegantly decorated; — and, 
to finiſh the whole, a kitteſaw is 

ſuſpended, 
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ſſpended, not utifreqvently, over 
the lady's head Which gives her 
the true Eaſtern n of ap- 
Pearance. 


Lady C-are,, Wb, By the 
way, is 'one of the examples of the 
unions which here take place (I 
mean as to the diſparity of age) is 
one of the moſt celebrated on this 
faſhionable liſt; and, for attendant 
beaux, both as to ſmartneſs and 
variety, yields to no one. 


- Mrs. Hartly is, however, quite 
another order of beings, and, like 

myſelf, is the daughter of an Eaſt 
India captain, but conveyed by 
her father to Calcutta much earlier 
jn life ;—-ſhe has, therefore, or at 
| leaſt T imagine fo, imbibed all their 
| anitable prejudices, and thinks ma- 
trimony 
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trimony the duty of every young 
woman, who meets with an offer 
ſhe cannot diſapprove ; — for ſhe 
perſuades herſelf, and, perhaps, on 
experience, that eſteem is the beſt 
for our rejoicing in the choice we 
make; for what is called love (a 
propenſity to approve, without the 
ſanction of reaſon or the pauſe of 
ſentiment) ſhe affirms, blinds the 
underſtanding, and cauſes us to 
reſt ſatisfied with pleaſing manners, 
with too httle attention to moral 
rectitude; an error in judgment, 
and a ſelf-deſertion, ſhe aſſerts, we 
ſmart under to- the lateſt moment 
of our exiſtence.— I am; neverthe- 
leſs, unconyinced, and uncanverted. 


She is, however, perfectly free 
from thoſe traits of affectation 
which 


| 
| 
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which are ſo generally conſpicuous 
in a flattered woman, (and flattery 
at Calcutta is, literally ſpeaking, 
our daily bread) has a cultivated 
underſtanding, and a feeling heart, 
and is at once the honour and 
happineſs of her huſband ; my be- 
loved mother, moreover, expired in 
her friendly arms : judge, then, if 
ſhe is not dear to me!—But theſe 
are the very things that conſtitute 
my danger; for I know, though 
ſhe knows it not, that without a 
congeniality of taſte, of ſentiment, 
of vivacity, and of ſeriouſneſs, 
there is no chance of felicity for 
me as a wife. — In a word, Ara- 
bella, my father is the model of 


him I can ever love, or ever wiſh 


to unite my deſtiny with ; ; and, 
until I meet with this rara avis (for 


well you know the treaſures of his 
| head, 


„ 
head, the treaſures of his heart, 
and moſt agreeable perſon) I am 
determined to remain, 


8. G. 
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LETTER AX. 


AM half frantic with delight! 
A review, Arabella! — What 
"Engliſh female heart vibrates not at 
the bare mention of a review ?— 
Me are to dine in the New Fort, 
at the commanding-officer's, (the 
Fort Major) whoſe houſe is ſituated 
within its circumference; and it is 
deemed one of the fineſt forts in the 
world, has a chain acroſs the river, 
to ſecure the harbour from invaſion, 
covers near five miles of ground, 
and has all the buſtling charms of 


a garriſon. 


This fort, which was erected by 


che. Eaſt India Companp, at an im- 
1 menſe 


(1877 )* 

menſe expence, is, I find, the nur- 
ſery for forming and diſciplining - 
the troops from England; and it 


it is. with pleaſure. I, am enabled 
to aſſure vou, that 4 are pro- 
vided for in an ample manner, 
when, in garriſon, and kindly; 
treated; which, in fact, is very diſ- 
ferent to the notions entertained, 
and the opinions circulated, in En- 
gland. It is true, that, when cal- 
led, forth into the field, their duty 
is not eaſily. performed, the intenſe 
heat of the climate being hard to 
ſupport; but, in order to throw in 
every poſſible ſoftening, their paß 
1s, augmented, to twelve rupees 
(forty ſhillings) a month, which 
agmentation is called Batta-mapeys..- 
And, as a proof of the advan- 
tages held out to them, one off 
theſe common ſoldiers, Who was 
| ſhe wen 
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Thewn to me a few days before he 
embarked, left. India with ſeven 
hundred pounds of his own acquir- 
ing, for England! — Yet it is 
doubtful whether he will remain 
there or not; for few re- viſit their 
native country, who do not, after 
a ſhort period, re-enter the Eaſt 
India ſervice. | 
Int 260 3 | F014 

The barratks, 1 am informed, 
are very fine, of courſe the men are 

come ably tedged; and, as it is 
the intereſt, ſo it is obviouſly the 
deſire of the Company, to keep 
them neat in their lodging, their 
perſons, and their feeding, (death 
and dirt being ſynonymous in this 
climate) the laſt is therefore dili- 
gently guarded againſt, to prevent 
the. dire N of the firſt. 9 


The * conſiſts you ud 
under ſtand, 


c wy ) 
-underftand, almoſt ſolely of ehe 
Company's troops, the Govern- 
ment forces being ſeldom quar- 
rered there. —Theſe ſoldiery are, 
however, held in high reſpect, and 
form a regular guard of centinels 
at the Governor's and the other 
great officers houſes, and alſo pa- 
role the ſtreets, as members of the 
police, to clear them of ſuch nui- 
ſances as they would otherwiſe be 
liable to, and particularly from 
{ailors, when in a ſtate of inebriety; 
and over this part.of'the military 4 
Town Major preſides, who belongs 
to the Company, and is the regu- 
lating officer, or general een 
on all. occalions. 


Near the fort is the hoſpital I 
have already mentioned, erected 
for the reception of all indiſpoſ- 
Vd. I. K od 
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3 perſons; from whatever cauſe; 
chroughout which, the wards or 
chambers are ſo neat and accom- 
modating, that wretchedneſs re- 
Poſes, and malady is put to flight. 
It is lighted and cooled by veran- 
das, and every poſſible means are 
adopted 0 procure the free circu- 
lation of/ait, &c. &c. and it is al- 
lowedy dynall who have ſeen it, to 
be ſuperion te every ching under 
that appellation in the univerſe: 
nor culd 1 — on eee 
exclaiming. Moines | 20916) 
10.9261 1 9LO811167 1 11% 
Tbeſe are imperial e "HOW king 

11 ng 2810182 N 8241 
1 was, however, 1 imme 
diately, by one preſent, of the 
ſource and nature of its eſtabliſn- 
ment; cand find it was built by the 
united contributions of the Euro- 


Peans 
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peans of Calcutta, and the Com- 
pany.— Tes, Arabella, his bleſſed 
aſylum originates from commerce, 
and owes its ſupport ſolely to com- 
merce and obſerve, ſo charmed 
am 1 with the benevolence and 
the liberality of its inſtitution, 
that, ſhould I ever have ati un- 
wieldy fortune to leave behind me, 
the only hoſpital I will endow with 
it, mall be the Hoſpital of Cal- 
cutta. - But I am unable im- 
preſs you with the pleaſurable ſen- 
ſations I enjoyed, on being ane 
witneſs of this invaluable place of 
refuge and accommodation for my 
diſeaſed fellow- creatures and fel- 
menen 2 & 34 ceSW . 


ro thine adinifiion ande Hobs 
pital of Calcutta, there is no other 
intereſt or recommendation heeeſ- 
Ag 31 K 2 ſary, 
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ſary, than being an European, and 
deprived of health. Moreover, men 
of honour and humanity, tender of 
the lives of thoſe received under 
their care, and tenacious of the 
juſt application of their ſubſcrip- 
tion- money, are its viſitants and 
fuperintendants ; no experiments 
can therefore be tried, at the hazard 
of a worthy, though humble indi- 
vidual's ſafety; no harpy keepers 
can. grind the face of the patients, 
or riot in plenty, whilſt they are 
expiring from wretchedneſs and 
neglect; nor is a ſingle nurſe con- 
tinued, that fails to perform the 

duties of her engagement: and 

the manifold reſtored patients 
prove the utility and the benevo- 


lence of the inſtitution. 


I bluſh, Arabella, to feel, that 


all 


CJ 7 

all I have written, as T have it 
from my father's aſſertion, is an 
impeachment of the cuſtoms (in 
this inſtance) in my native coun- 
try; and it would be god-like in 
vou to promote new and ſalutary 
regulations, by publiſhing ſo noble 
an N as 1 bare _ mY be- 

noch udo 85 
bY nl fs oeh wsd West mat- 
ters, that J cannot forbear making 
them the frequent ſubjects of my 
converſation; extolling the country 
F now reſide in, and ſighing fur 
the diſgraces of the country I have 
quitted; and, could you but be- 
hold the fixed attention · of my au- 
ditors, you would ſmile: but, in 
the paſtoral language of Shenſtone, 
They love me the more hen they hear 
enen 
K 3 I way 


* * 
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1 was prevailed upon to Be 
miſtreſß of a phaeton in this ex- 
curſion; but fo o, mould 1 
have exhibited myſelf, chat I in- 
treated my father would let me 
driye him. This was not granted. 
An exchange was, however, fet- 
fled, that' was equally'to my'fa- 
dsa, for Mrs. Hartly took 

my father with her, and 1 had her 
hpſband'46 'f67 my cicnbed .O Ara- 
"bella! if you knew Haff Mr. Hart- 
: W e ae , cöpjogal, pa- 
ternal, Univerſal=<yo6u' would riſe 
up and ſay, this is a mart worthy— 

vorthy female reſpect, worthy maſ- 
culine celebrity; yet does he appear 
perfectly unconſcious of his own 
merit, and is the firſt to praiſe, and 
the laſt to condemn, every perſon 
living that is mentioned before 
him. I think I muſt devote one 
entire 


4 : 
S wal 


entire letter to his hiſtory, not- 
withſtanding ſubject.- matter flows 
in upon me ſo rapidly, that I am 
at a Joſs what to give the prefe- 
rence to. I am, indeed, Mie, 
that che colour of my own mind, is 
. Father otertain, you with what in- 
; texelts MY feel} ngs, Lr. l M 
fancy, than ſuch, . particulars as 
may be beſt entitled to.your Peru 
al —it is an error 1 will endea- 
your to correct, when I next give 
wyſelk an, opportunity, of aſſuring, 


_ that Lam, ny yl hrs 35 
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LETTER *. 


HE party Ws was bell 
; Hant—all that pomp and 
ſplendor could do, was done, to 
conceal the ravages of burning. 
ſuns; and never were military gen- 
tlemen more animated, more obſe- 
quious, or camp more delightful ; 
but Mars in the Eaſt, like Hercu- 
les at the court of Omphale, has 
more Ealantry _—_ e about 
ee * 


„ Betbeen Gere the Nabob's 
houſe, and the Fort, ar a place 
called Bugee Bugee, 'a perpetual 
encampment, in terrorem, I imagine, 
| Eo tf, 18115 is 


* 
0 
** 
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is kept up, to prevent any fatal 
furprize for the future; and a very 
pretty appearance it makes; but 
you will, no doubt, as it is ſitu- 
ated in the very neighbourhood, 
hear more of it in future; for the 
review, of which I have been ſo 
happy a ſpectator, is quite a diſ-- 
tinct and ſeparate entertainment. 


The troops performed: all their 
evolutions with- equal credit to- 
themſelves and their commanders :- 
nevertheleſs, frommy-acquaintance 
with the gentlemen,. &c. &c. the 
whole diſplay had, to me, more of a 
public ſhew,. calculated to pleaſe: 
the ladies, than to alarm the enemies 

of the Company by their ſteilful ma- 
nœuvrings; for which gay and gid- 
dy idea 1 beg the gentlemen's. par- 
don—and -very candjdly acknow- 
Tedge, that though their great com- 
= { pPlwkaiſance 


= | 
plaiſuhee has /rerhoyedsecvery idea. 
of terror from my mind, yet the 
utility of theſe reviews may be very 
great; for (beſides keeping the ſol- 
diers ain practice) the minds they 
are intended to influence behold 
them in a quite diffetent light, 
and tremble at the idea of their 


proweſs. t! 


We had!) a; ſuperb! gala at the 
Fort Major's ;. Who is ſo agreeable 
a man, Arabella, that I detected 
myſelf in: the act of enquiring, 
whether he was married or ſingle. 
His lady, however, very oppor- 
tunely appeared, to ſave my credit 
and retoncile me to myſelf ; for 
ſne evidently merited and engaged 
my entire approbation, without any 
alloy. 
9711 10 noon on dran ng uo Y 


uh made me many pretty com- 
6 puliments; 
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pliments; and, whilſt I beheld'her, 
and liſtened to her, I became im- 
patient to know whether ſne had a 
little family or not (for it is my 
wiſh to be acquainted with all the 
children at Calcutta), and I have 
obtained her promiſe to introduce 
me at her Bungilo in 2 ſhort 
time. | Zwo 


I 'am told, this paſſion for the 
fociety of children is the characte- 
riſtic of an unvitiated taſte: it may 
be ſo; but of this I am certain, 
that the politeneſs of the people of 
Calcutta is ſuch, that what is not 
vice, they will exalt into virtue; 
and what is, they will melt down, 


by their charitable report, into er- 
ror and mis fortune. 911905 yr 
volle 


You can have no notion of the 
105 yY1191G 40428 22 2 monchabance. 
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wonchalance and degagement with 
which I conducted myſelf through 
the day; but you will recol- 
lect, that women, who are ac- 
cuſtomed to live with à multitude 
of men, acquire a modeft aſſur- 
ance (let me call it) private edu- 
cation cannot beſtow, —Friendſhip 
and reſpect are the ſentiments, re-- 
ciprocally | profeſſed, and chearful- 
neſs and joy the univerſal objects: 
therefore, thoſe who can do the 
kindeſt, or ſay thepleaſanteſtthings, 

are unqueſtionably. the moſt eſteem- 
ed companions; for Othello's libe- 
ral-mindedneſs ſeems to prevail 
throughout (at leaſt) all my agree- 
able connections. 
« Wie lot te aks me jealous, to ſay FAY wife 
«js fair, loyes company, fings, dances well, 


« &c, &e. ; for, where virtue is, theſe are 
"molt ee 
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I am ſenſible [ am not correct i in 
my quotation; but a viſit to your 
library will enable you to read it 
at large, for both your inſtruction 
| and IE.” 


Thi? med Lniding this letter 
en militaire, as was my intention, 
T muſt touch upon a circumſtance 
that Tadvert to with a ſigh. In my 
(dear, I had almoſt called it) native 
country, exiſtence is pleafing far 
beyond the period at which it be- 
comes painful here; the early ma- 
turity of the natives leading down 
to early decay; inſomuch, that you 
would be ſhocked to behold a wo- 
man of thirty; for her appearance, 
Arabella, is equal, in infirmity and 
wrinkles, at leaſt, to the oldeſt- 
looking woman in England at three- 


Howe. Both ſexes marry young, 
have 


; {© waa } 

have families, decline; depart, and 
are remembered only in their off. 
ſpring. Not ſo the Euxopeans, 
even at Calcutta having received 
their birth in the happy z0ne of 
your reſidence, Arabella, their 
ner ves are much ſtronger ſtrung; 
their youth, moreover, is paſſed 
under the ſame healthfulmeridian, 
which enables them to endure the 
Eaſtern ſun, for ten or twelve years: 
of their mid -· liſe, with tolerable; 
ſatisfaction ; and their days are 
lengthened into old - age by their. 
return to Britain. — But we will 
quit this melancholy ſide of the 
proſpect, if Fable, 10 ever. 


IG De IC 


The Nabob, 1 33 not t tell e. 
is merely a viceroy to the Mogul, 
in lige mannet with your Lord. 
Leutenant of Ireland, and the re- 
as preſentative 
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prefentative of his moſt ſublime 
miſter. Formerly his reſidence 
was at a diſtance from / Calcutta, 
and his intercourſe with the Euro- 
peans reſtricted to embaſſies; but 
now his palace of Chitpore (tor 
well does it deſerve the name of 
a palace) is only four miles, as 1 
have already told you, from Hart- 
ly Houſe; and on fuchꝭ friendly 
terms does he livr with the mili- 
tary gentlemenz that he gives them 
entertainments of dinners »-fire-. 
works, &c;&c.at an immenſe ex- 
pence ; but always eats along1acs. 
cording to the cuſtoms of the Aſia- 
tic Mahometans, ſeated bn che 
ground, which is overſpread by 
ſuperb varpets (by the way, the 
only crpets I have heard of in 
India the fine matting being, for 
erben 


1 and, 


place); 


| 
| 
' 
ö 


| 
| 
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and, what will ſurpriſe you, is, that 
the captain or commanding officer 
of the Nabob's guards, which con- 
Hiſt of a whole battalion. of black 
troops, is an Engliſhman, a younger 
brother of an ennobled family, and 
who paid 80, ooo l. (acquired in 
this world of wealth) for the ap- 
Fointment. | 


The uniform of this battalion is 
the ſame worn by the Company's 
troops red turned up with white, 
with turbans to diſtinguiſh the 
. diviſions thereof. 


The exterior ef Chitpore in 
ſome degree beſpeaks the gran- 
deur of its owner; but I am in- 
formed few things exceed the mag- 
nificence of its interior architec- 
ure and ornaments. The apart- 
. ments 
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ments are im menſe—the baths ele- 
gant - and che ſeraglio, though a 
private one, ſuitable, in every par- 
ticular, to the reſt of the-building 0 
nor muſt the gardens be unmention - 
ed for they not only cover a wide 
extent of ground, but art furniſhed 
with all the beauties and perfumes 
of the vegetable kingdom. When 
he rides out, a detachment of his 
black troops attend him; and 
obſerve, Arabella, the Nabob Sa- 
lam (the word for compliment from 
his ſoldiers) is a moſt graceful ap- 
plication of the back part of the 
hand to the front of the turban, 
with a e bend * the head; 


7 377! G1 

But I ſhould tell you, al per- 
ſons of any rank have, in addition 
to the. ſervants I have deſcribed; a 
Vor. I. Calau 
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Salam-bearer; and the note or card, 
containing compliments of what- 
ever kind, is called a Chit:— nor 
is there a morning that my toilet 
is not covered with Salams and 
Chits, to the no ſmall gratification 
of my pride, and "_ of my 
conſequence. 


Billiards. are much played at 
at Calcutta —a game well adapt- 
ed, in my opinion, to the con- 
venience of the country—it re- 
quiring no great exertions of ei- 
ther body or mind: but I retract 
that opinion on the inſtant; for 
the ſums won and loſt muſt keep 
the blood in a perpetual fever, 
even to endangering the life of the 
parties.— In private families, the 
billiard is a kind of ſtate-room.— 
| OE At 
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At the coffee-houſes, you are ac- 
commodated with tables and at- 
tendants for eight anas, or half 
rupees, by candle-light, or fix by 
day-light, a certain number of 
hours—every coffee-houſe having 
at leaſt two tables: ſo that men of 
ſpirit have as many faſhionable op- 
portunities of ruining themſelves 
here, as you Europeans can boaſt. 


I lament this abuſe of underſtand- 


ing; but faſhionable vices are the 
hardeſt of all others to eradicate ; 
and, that it will ever become fa- 
ſhionable to be moral or well- 
Judging, I have my doubts and ap- 
prehenſions. You, my dear girl, 
are a bleſſed exception. I have 
friends around me, at this moment, 
that are your counterpart, and mo- 
dels of all that is good or great in 
the human character. — I have 
L 2 written 
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written myſelf into the ſpleen, 


and will therefore bid you good 
night. 


— — .... — ́§Ʒr f 


I HAVE told you, here are 
livery-ſtables. I now add, that 
horſes are cheap at Calcutta; and, 
what you would little expect to 
hear of, racers are bred for the 
turf. 8 2 


The race - ground is a diſtinct 
part of the Eſplanade; and the 
horſes that run for a ſubſcription- 
plate, as in England, are fed, they 
inform me, with meal, as you 
Engliſh feed pigeons; and I ſhall 
ſoon have it in my power to 
give you a complete deſcription 
of this amuſement in the Eaſt, as 

_ 
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the annual period is now not far 
diſtant. 


I have reſumed my pen; for Mr. 
Hartly and my father are not, I 
find, yet returned from ſpending 
the evening at the Governor's ;— 


and, though palanquins are ſafe 


conveyances, and their company 
numerous, I muſt hear they are 
come home before T attempt to 
repoſe for the night, or, more 
properly, morning; for it is now 
more than half after three. 


Palanquins are, indeed, ſuch 


ſtate appendages, that, if a gen- 
tleman at Calcutta (which is fre- 


quently the caſe) chuſes to walk 


when on a viſiting party, his pa- 
lanquin muſt follow him in the 
ſame form, in every particular, as 


L 3 if 
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| if he himſelf was within; a depar- 
ture therefrom being deemed a ſo- 
leciſm in polite etiquette, 


Bleſs -me ! what do I hear ?— 
Drums and muſical inſtruments— 
and the ſtreets are ſuddenly illu- 
minated. What can it mean ?— 
Mrs, Hartly is, however, at my 
door; and I may, perhaps, have it 
in my power, before I conclude, 
to make amends for this very dull 
epiſtle. 


A Gentoo marriage proceſſion, 
Arabella, and an extreme pretty 
one too, was the novelty my ever- 
attentive friend to my amuſement, 
Mrs. Hartly, called upon me to 


3 


The 


Can: 3 

The bride was carried in an ele- 
gant palanquin (Did Jever tell you 
the difference between a lady's and 
a gentleman's palanquin? I believe 
not) with taſſels of immenſe finery 
(the diſtinguithing decoration for 
ladies) and near forty .couple of 
men preceding, and an equal num- 
ber following it; with wreaths af 
flowers beautifully fancied, and 
lights without number. After 
which came the bridegroom in his 
palanquin alſo, with great cere- 
mony, and as many attendants as 
his bride; but not one woman, 
except herſelf, in the whole | pans 
ceſſion. 


The muſicians played the moſt - 
lively tunes imaginable, and the 
rf danced in pairs as they 
L 4 paſſed 
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paſſed along, making uſe of the 
wreaths with nearly as much taſte 
and good effect as the figure-dan- 
cers in your London theatres; and 
in this manner they proceed, it 
ſeems, through the whole town 
the Gentoos, and their Padras (the 
Bramins) living all around it. 


They live, Arabella, (except 
from the auſterities, in ſome in- 
ſtances, in their religion) the moſt 
inoffenſively and happily of all 
created beings—their Pythagorean 
tenets -teaching them, from their 
earlieſt infancy, the leſſon of kind- 
neſs and benevolence; nor do they 
- intentionally hurt any living thing: 
from their temperance they de- 
rive health, and from the regula- 
tion of their paſſions, contentment; 
= and 


* 
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and come immediately under that 
deſcription of Pope, 


They aſk no angel's wings, no ſeraph's fire ; 
But think, admitted to their native ſky, 
Their faithful dog ſhall bear them company. 


I fhall, however, make it my 
buſineſs, now my curioſity is awa- 
kened and intereſted, to learn all 
poſlible intelligence of a people ſo 
peculiar, and ſo diſtinct from the 
reſt of the world—and one door of 
knowledge can be eaſily opened 
upon me; for the Sekars are all 
Gentoos (kind of brokers) under 
whoſe care the Eaſt India captains 
put their merchandize, and who 
fix the rates of purchaſe according 
to the ebbs and flows of the ſup- 
- plies intruſted to their ſuperinten- 
dence; and many of them amaſs 


. large fortunes. Their profits. are 
eſtabliſhed, 
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eſtabliſned, and their faith unim- 
peached ; and they are found ſo ne- 
ceſſary, that it is impoſſible to diſ- 
poſe of European goods without 
their aſſiſtance or notice: moreover, 
any of the Company's ſervants who 
arrive in the India ſhips, and bring 
property with them, on application 
to a Sekar, are furniſhed with what- 
ever money they ſtand in need of, 
without bond or-other-legal ſecuri- 
ty; for a breach of moral rectitude 
on the part of the borrower would 
be productive of indelible diſgrace 
and perfonal danger — the Com- 
pany protecting theſe Gentoo bro- 
kers, notaries,. or factors, in all 
their lawful _—_ 


My father; you know; is that ſort 
of man, who ſteals the love of all 
who know n, accordingly, his 

es W 


„ 
Sekar, though a Gentoo, and tho? - 
ſuch intercourſe is unuſual, has 
attached himſelf to his employer 
by the heart-felt ties of friendſhip. 
and affection— walks in and out 
af Hartly Houſe at pleaſure - and 
converſes by ſigns with me, with 
many marks of high approbation. 
He has moreover, I find, a rela- 
tion that is a young Bramin; and 
| (wall I, own to you a moſt extrava- 
gant piece of vanity, W which has re- 
-cently ſprung up in my mind ?) an 
admirer, Arabella, of his character 
would be to me a proof of my at- 
tractions I ſhould be proud of, 


I will tell Mrs. Hartly my whim, 

and engage his relation to intro- 
duce him. The compliments I 
at preſent receive, are all of the 
common - place kind, and may with 
TIO eq 
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equal propriety be addreſſed to any 

| ſiſter female; but to pleafe a Bra- 
min I muſt have perfections of the 
mental ſort, little inferior to the 
purity and the blnignity of angels: 
—1n a word, my good diſpoſitions 
would be cultivated and brought 
forward by ſuch an acquaintance, 
and my bad ones corrected ; and, 
as celibacy 1s their engagement, 
„the ſoul would be the only ob- 
Ject of attachment and admira- 


tion. 


Tou will, I ſuppoſe, conclude, 
flattery has turned my head ; bur, 
to be ſerious, it would delight my 
peculiar taſte to converſe with be- 
ings of ſo ſuperior an order, and 
to become an humble copy of their 
exemplary and NPR _ 


City, 
| Wha x 
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What a tranſition !—but it is 
not my fault; for my father, on 
coming home, told me, as an a- 
greeable. piece of news, that the 
theatre will open next week—and 
I rejoiced beyond meaſure to hear 


15 


Though, you muſt underſtand, 
the ſtage at Calcutta is un- 
der regulations which Britain has 
renounced; for there are no fe- 


male performers ;—and I could 


moſt heartily wiſh that this re- 
proach of morality could bè done 
away in England. The cuſtom, 
you know, is foreign, and alone 
imported by the poliſhed Charles, 
on his return from exile in foreign 
lands; and you will not attempt, 
I am perſuaded, to deny that this 
fatal change in theatrical politics 
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has rendered the playhouſes fo 
many nurſeries of vice, or public 
ſeraglios, far more cenſurable and 
licentious than any the Eaſtern 
world contains;—for the difficulty 
here is for any male individual 
(except their owner) to get into 
them; whereas, in your metropo- 
lis, every nocturnal exhibition, of 
even the moſt ſentimental drama, 
is an advertiſement where gentle- 
men, on certain conditions, may 
be accommodated with a tempo- 
rary -companion—and I bluſh to 
recollect the incompatibility there- 
of with delicacy and propriety.— 
But I will tell you more of my 
mind on this ſubject, when I have 
ſeen with what effe&t dreſs can 
bring forth (as ladies) the ſmart 
young fellows of Calcutta, on the- 
atrical ground, 


Whar 
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What a miſtake did I fall into, 
when I imagined, that one day 
ſpent in domeſtic luxury would 
be a picture of all the ſucceed- 
ing ones I ſhould paſs! 


Amuſement is varied with every 
varying ſeaſon of the year, except 
the months when the bot winds 
(what a paradox! yet is it a reality) 
annoy this coaſt, and the rude hand 
of ſickneſs interrupts every ſcheme 
of pleaſure; inſomuch that, to 
guard your own hfe at every ave- 
nue, and fortify your mind againſt 
the wounds it mult ſuſtain in the 
perſens of your dying en is 
the whole n | 


1 e hom W is thy boun- 
ty, and thy goodneſs to the children 

of men The ſcenes I now parti- 
x cipate 
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cipate would be too highly fraught 
with felicity, untempered by the 
ravages of diſeaſe, and the diſtreſſes 
of heat ; for, at the ſeaſons I have 

mentioned, 


—— in blazing height of noon, 
The ſun, oppreſs'd, is plung'd in thickeſt 
gloom : 


Still horror reigns, a dreary twilight round 
Of ſtruggling night and day, malignant mix'd ; 
For, to the hot equator crowding faſt, 
Where, highly rarefied, the yielding air 
Admits their ſteam, inceſſant vapours roll. 


Whereas, in your ſoft climate, 
Arabella, ſuch are your humble 
tables and humble pleaſures, that 
all the tranſports of animation and 
of magnificence ate unknown to 
you, and you creep through one 
dull track from infancy to age. 


Adieu! adieu! — There is an 
2 | oriental 
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oriental effuſion for you! begun, T 
perceive, with too much ſolemnity 
for the turn I have given it; - but 
I muſt either be painfully ſerious, 
or idly gay, when I remember the 
days that are gone—days ſpent in 
the moſt rational delights—and in 
company with my © me) 2 
Arabella. 


Your's, &c. 
8. G. 
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LETTER XII. 


N the race-ground, Arabella,, 

(at a diſtance from the imme- 
diate track of the courſers, you will 
conceive) are two trees ſituated, 
"whoſe ſpreading branches afford 
the moſt delightful ſhade, and un- 
der which I had it in contempla- 
tion to have voted for the erection 


of a temple. 


But, behold! on mentioning, 
them in terms of admiration, I 
was, to my ſurprize, told, they 
were called the Trees of Deſtruc- 
tion — and with great propriety, 
you 


( 3 
vou will allow, when I add, that 
all the duels (which are not few 
in this country) are fought under 
them, 


Duels at Calcutta my nature 
revolts at the idea l Is not the 
angel of Death, then, ſufficiently 
induſtrious in reducing the hu- 
man race, that the arm of friend 
ſhould be uplifted againſt friend 
(which I underſtand is the caſe) 
on as trivial provocation as in 
England, where the bills of mor- 
tality are ſo thinly filled? | 


But, Arabella, (for I will be gay, 
in my own defence, on even the 
graveſt ſubjects) is it not a moſt 
mortifying abatement of my con- 
, that theſe charms of 
| M2 _ mae 
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mine have not yet ſent two de- 
ſpairing, two paſſionate, or two any 
ſpecies of contending lovers and 
rivals, to die by the hands of each 
other, under theſe ſame trees, in 
my name? 


Nay, ſo far am I from having oc- 
caſioned a ſingle quel, that I never 
ſuſpected this convivial people of 
the bare idea of ſuch a thing.— 
J muſt ſet to work, and, if poſſible, 
get at the knowledge of ſo extra- 
ordinary a circumſtance; for I 
ſhould ſuppoſe with Addiſon, (from 
all I have ſeen of their gallantry 


and their admiration) that, if they 
muſt quarrel, they would think 


nothing worth quarrelling about, 
except a fine woman ;—and ſhould 


it prove, (as that nevertheleſs fa- 
Tears — vourite 
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vourite writer of mine affirms) 
ce that there is no quarrel without 
a woman in it,” I ſhall be aſhamed 
of my own inſignificance, and 
break with all my male acquaint- 
ance for their light eſtimation of 
me. 


If duelling is, as I am aſſured, 
the faſhionable propenſity, I ſhud- 
der to think what dire ills a yopng 
and beautiful coquet might cauſe 
in this land !—But, for the peace 
of ſociety, coquetry is practiſed at 
Calcutta in a new ſtyle; for the 
handſome young -women (except 
myſelf, Arabella) are all wives; and 
their adorers, you will perceive, 
could not, with any decent pre- 
text, cut each other's throats; and 
few huſbands are-diſturbed .at the 

0 A innocent 
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innocent freedoms of either man- 
ner or converſation in- their cara 


Jbgas. 


You ſhall not, however, with that 
face of your's, come among us, 
until I am diſpoſed of; for, though 
I am harmleſs where I have no 
competitor, having caſt the eye of 
deſire upon Chitpore, you would 
find me a formidable rival ;—nor 
do I doubt (though tilting with 
the Nabob would be out of the 
queſtion) but 1 could raiſe a little 
army to oppoſe and combat ſuch 


Europeans, at all points, as were 


capable of advancing your honour 
and glory at my expence.—And 
thus have I outlived the liberality 
-of which my former letters brought 
vou ſo ſtriking a proof: but Chit- 

pore 


1 
pore was then unknown to me, 
and the Nabob, in appearance, out 
of my reach; whereas now I can 
throw out a lure whenever J pleaſe 
—and who can tell what dignities 


are deſtined for 
Your, &c, 
S. GS 
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